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There is no special advantage in prefacing a per- 
sonal rebuke or a general criticism with any such 
formula as this: ‘‘ With a sincere desire to do good, 
[ feel it my duty to speak plainly;” or this: 
“ Unpleasant as is my task, I rely upon a stern con- 
viction of the necessity of frankness and fearless- 
ness, and I appeal to the general public to sustain 
me.” Sach preambles as these are often the fore- 
runners of the meanest and most unjust of partisan 
assaults. Ifa rebuke is deserved, its justice will be 
felt ; if it is not, no preamble will increase its force. 


In promoting the progress of Christian work in 
Great Britain during the present decade, workers 
from the United States have been permitted to play 
a prominent part. It now seems likely that the 
temperance revival, so happily inaugurated and so 
successfully proeecuted here, will be transferred with 
equal power to London, and thence to other English 
cities. In London, “ Gospel Temperance” and “ the 
blue-ribbon army” are beginning to be familiar 
words, and at the very outset two thousand persons 
have signed the pledge. The work was formally 
inaugurated at a Gospel Temperance Conference 
held in the Hoxton Masic Hall, London, on May 27, 
at which Mr. William Noble, who had lately returned 
from temperance work in the Uaited States, was the 
chief speaker. “The fairest portion of Christen- 
dom” is what even the leading Ritualistic paper of 
London lately called the Usited Siates. If we are 
to lead in religious work abroad, during the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, it behooves us to 
be diligent and prayerful at home. 


_ Practical studies are not. likely to be overlooked 





decided to instruct all its scholars in the restoration 
of the apparently drowned. Some will think that 
this is preferable to the resucitation of dead lan- 
gueges. Lessons in cooking are now given in many 
schools on both sides of the Atlantic. Mr. Gladstone 
recently presided at a cooking lerson at Hawarden, 
Wales, and then delivered an address on Domestic 
Thrift. Sewing-echools have long been a feature ia 
city mission work. And now in connection with 
several of the New York mission-schools, the 
children are taught to spread a table neatly, and 
afterwards to wash the dishes. At this rate of 
progrese, the average boy and girl will soon be 
taught to keep their promises and return umbrellas, 
to balance their cash, and to weigh the chances of 
bringing a drowning man to life or of having a 
well-cooked dinner. It certainly is folly for the 
scoff:rs to say that Christian teachers are ignor- 
ing the matters of every-day practical life. 


We recently called attention to the excellent 
results, in other fields of thought and labor, arising 
from the methodical study of the International 
lessons. The same admirable devotion to system has 
been apparent in the order of exercises at the various 
State Sunday-school conventions held this year, 
as well ag at the International Convention at Atlanta. 
Take, for instance, the programme for the conven- 
tion of the New York State Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, held at Albany this week. Besides other dis- 
cussions, no less than sixty-three questions, inti- 
mately connected with Sunday-school work, were 
put forward for study and anewer. These questions, 
which considered nearly the whole range of Sunday- 
school work, were well adapted to cover this par- 
ticular field, and by no means without value aside 
from their special application. The Social Science 
Association does not apply to its debates a more care- 
ful choice of themes or a more scientific analysis of 
methods than is to be perceived in this plan 
of a three days’ debate on Sunday-school ways of 
working. 


Hardly anything is more contemptible in a young 
man than a claim to personal superiority on the 
strength of his parentage or his family connections. 
It is practically an: admission, to begin with, that he 
has no special merit or ability, and therefore he 


birth. His claim is not likely to be recognized by 
those whose opinion is most valuable ; and, as he has 
nothing else to put forward to them, he fails entirely 
to receive their confidence. (ood family is a thing 
to be grateful for. It has its advantages. But it 
never makes a wise man of a fool, nor does it trans- 
form a bore into a pleasant companion. Its value 
isin addition to desirable traits of character and 
praiseworthy methods of conduct; never in substi- 
tution for them. The young man whois a worthy 
representative of a good family will show it by 
being a man independently. He will place no 
reliance for his own standing on the attainments or 
the character of his ancestors. And a yourg man 
who ie thus worthy is even all the more notable if, 


finishing it up. 


parents and relatives reason to be proud of me?” 
not, ‘ Have I reason to be proud of my family and 
relatives?” Any young man has cause for shame— 
never for pride—if his relatives are more worthy 
than he is. 





THINGS TO SHUN IN CHILD TRAINING, 
When you know what a child’s faults are; when you 
have been brought, or have brought yourself, to see 
wherein your child lacks, or whereof he has an excess ; 
when a catalogue of his faults and failings is fairly 
before your mind,—you must have a care not to let 
the long and startling array dishearten you. It may 
seem, at first glance, as though, with so many imper- 
fections—some of them so very serious—that that 
child must inevitably fall far short of your former 
expectations for him. If only you had understood 
this thing earlier ; if you had sooner realized the 
child’s need, and your responsibility; if now you 
were yourself wiser and more experienced ; if you 
were differently situated, or had other helpers in 
your appointed work,—then there would be some 
hope for the child ; but as it is, the taek is too great 
for the time remaining. 

This way of looking at the case will never do. It 
is all wrong. You are responsible for the wise 
training of that child. He isin your hands just as 
he is. God has not called you to remorse for your 
former lack of knowledge; nor to despair over the 
work before you. He has aroused you to a sense of 
your duty, that you may do what ought to be done, 
in the strength which he stands ready toeupply. It 
is not too late for you to do all that God wants you 
to do; and whatever Gods wants you to do, he will 
see to it that you cando. Nor is that child any 
worse off now than when you supposed him to be in 
a very hopeful state. All his good qualities and 
characteristics are still there. The fact that your 
eyes are open to his need of training so far dimin- 
ishes his danger from any personal lack. And you 
are all the more competent for the work assigned to 
you from having an oppressive sense of its magni- 
tude and importance. If you will only recognize 
your God-given sufficiency for every Gud-given 
responsibility, you need have no doubt or fear as to 
the results of your systematic and persistent ¢ffurts, 
from this hour onward, to train your child up to the 
highest measure of his possibilities in the plan of 


calls attention to the worth and prominence of} God. For such a work “ all things are possible to 
those with whom he is connected by the incident of | him that believeth.” 


And when you take hold of the training work, 
don't attempt everything at once. Do not suppose 
that all the deficiencies in your child’s character and 
methods of conduct are to be met at the eame time ; 
that every excess in his disposition, and every super- 
fluity in his being and doing can be trimmed, or held 
in check, as if the many were one; nor yet think 
that the process of special training can go on with 
like force in a dozen different directions simulta- 
neously. You cannot do more than one thing at a 
time toadvantage. If youcould, your child couldn't 
stand your work on him at that rate. You would 
fail of doing anything thoroughly by attempting 
more than you can easily manage. Your child 
would be confused and worried and discouraged, if 


like Napoleon, he begins his family instead of| you should try to even him up on the whole list of 
Indeed, the important question to | his imperfections collectively. You eannot do wise 








in these days, The London School Board has 


every young man about his family is, “ Have my | 


work in the line of careful training to make your 








































































Spear a, PER ee ee ast 





354 


= 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








[Vel. XX., No. 23, 





———, 





child thoughtful, or generous, or polite, or studious, 
or modest, or independent, or persistent,—or any- 
thing else which he needs to be, and which he evidently 
will not be with his present proclivities without care- 
fal training—unless your mind and his mind are given 
to that thing as the chief thing for the time being. 
This is obvious. It is not that the child’s entire 
education and culture are to be limited for a given 
period to a single feature. It is rather that, in addi- 
tion to his general and comprehensive development 
and instruction, he shall have special training in the 
line of one peculiar lack at a time. Out of the liet 
of his special faults or failings, first one shall be 
selected, and then another, for specific treatment, 
so that the child shall understand—as well as his 
parent—what fault he should now try to correct, or 
what failing he should now strive to remedy. All the 
energies of parent and child are to be directed to 
the cure of one mental disorder until that is fully 
eradicated, or at all events until its more serious 
symptoms are materially modified. 

Nor expect to do the training work without your 
child's intelligent co-operation. You are not to look 
upon him as if he were a brute to be coerced by 
force ; nor yet as if blind obedience and urnquestion- 
ing submission were the object and end of parental 
training. A child ought to have a strong will, 
which is never broken however it is held in wise 
control. He ought to retain his independence 
of thought aud action within due limits; and 
not be compelled to part with his personality at the 
command or caprice of his parents, or of any other 
human being or beings. It is, moreover, possible to 
secure a chi!d's intelligent co-operation in even the 
most distasteful training, at a very early age. 
A little girl of hardly more than two years 
old cou'd be instanced who is urder medical 
treatment for an affection of the eyes. It is neces- 
sary for her mother to take that little child 
in hand several times a day, and, forcing open 
its inflamed eyelids, drop in upon the eyeball a lotion 
which stings as it touches the sensitive organ. That 
wise and loving mother has no thought of doing 
this as to an unintelligent and irresponeible being. 
From the beginning she has sought not only her 
child's assent, but its co-work ; and quickly that child 
has been trained to do her part in the painful pro- 
cess. Submissively she lays back her little head, 
and, although she cannot bring the tender eyelida 
to open themselves to the torture, as they are drawn 
apart there is no need to hold her hands away by 
force. Those hands she drops unresistingly by her 
side, and their clenched and quivering fingers seem 
to say, “* Mamma, it does hurt, and I must cry ; but 
I know it’s for the best, and I won't resist." And 
every child can be brought, sooner or later, toa 
similar c)-operation with the parent in the process 
of trainirg, if only the parent will be wise and 
patient and tender, and faith-filled, in his demands 
and in his explanations as an essential part of that 
process. 





THE COMMENCEMENT SEASON. 


Nearly all the anniversaries of American colleges 
and academies are now celebrated in the month of 
June. Until very recent years the twentieth of July 
was the average date of their occurrence, and some 
colleges held their commencement exercises as late 
as the tenth of August. Latterly, however, the ten- 
dency has been to increase the summer vacation and 
to shorten the winter one. By this arrangement 
the academic year is little broken; the student is 
not compelled to do his hardest work, that of prepa- 
ration for examination, in the broiling month of 
July ; and the professor is permitted to take a sum- 
mer run in Earope, or to spend an unbroken two 
months by the seaside or in the mountains. The 
period of academic rest, as at present arranged, has 
already begun to seem too long; and summer schools 
of science, or geological excursions for special stu- 
dents, have been successfully employed to fill up the 
interval. Term-time is arratiged for the young stu- 


dent, not the mature instructor; and it is well that 
teachers should be able to avail themselves of special 
opportunities for summer work. No man, not a 
feeble invalid, needs fourteen weeks’ vacation a 
year; and the modern demands upon instructors 
are such that they find it necessary to do special 
work at the season when their immature pupils are 
taking prudent rest. 

The commencement season at any leading college 
is in itself a pleasant proof to visitors that scholar- 
ship is advancing year by year. If professors are 
becoming accustomed to work during the summer 
months, their students get so much the more advan- 
tage from their instruction. Not all the modern 
appliances of our colleges and schools are available 
to the young learner ; but as great a proportion of 
them may be profitably used, as when scientific and 
literary apparatus was less adequate. The most 
despondent graduate cannot fail to see, as he returns 
to the shade of the academic elms, that the senior 
classes of 1878 know more, as far as acquired knowl- 
edge is concerned, than did the senior classes of 
1828. Since that time the average age of gradua- 
tion has increased fully three years. At Harvard 
it is now twenty-two and ahalf years. Yet Edward 
Everett and George Bancroft graduated at seven- 
teen, while George Ticknor completed his course at six- 
teen. Therequisitions for admission to-day im our chief 
colleges require at least two more years of prepara- 
tory study than were demanded in the youth of the 
men we have named. In a word, cur colleges at 
home now do the work for which we formerly were 
compelled to look to Germany. The leading Ameri- 
can colleges are no longer mere fitting-schools for 
Heidelberg and Gottingen. 

If the quality of instruction, and the zeal with 
which it is utilized, are higher than they used to be, 
it is no less true that this gain has not been made at 
the expense of the spiritual life of the undergradu- 
ates. Of all popular fictions, none is more utterly 
unwarranted than the somewhat prevalent belief 
that the average undergraduate of the day is both 
a cynic and asceptic. The fact is, that now, even 
more than a hundred years ago, our chief colleges 
are under the absolute or virtual control of the 
Christian religion. Their presidents, the large 
majority of their professors and instructors, and a 
considerable mzjority of their students, profess to be 
Obristian men. This is true even of state or secular 
institutions like Cornell, the University of Michigan, 
Johns Hopkins University, or the University of 
Vermont, the presidents of all of which are mem- 
bers of evangelical churches. Even at Harvard 
the majority of the members of the graduating 
classes of the last few years have registered them- 
selves as having an evangelical belief. In 1876 
there were more Episcopalians than Unitarians 
among the Harvard seniors, and in 1877 nearly as 
many. As for the theological seminaries, thres- 
fourths of their members are bachelors of arts, just 
as was the case fifty years ago; and this ata time 
when medicine, journalism, and even strictly scien- 
tific pursuits, are largely recruited from half-edu- 
cated men. There never was a time when the 
bequests of our ancestors for the production of a 
learned clergy were put to better use. There can 
be nodoubt that American colleges, from president 
to freshmen, are to-day more soundly orthodox, and 
more useful to the Christian religion, than they 
were at the outbreak of the American revolution. 
At that time, and for twenty years after, even Oon- 
gregational Yale was in a deplorable condition, 
while rationalistic Thomas Jefferson was disgusted 
at the scepticism prevalent at Episcopal William 
and Mary. But God saved our colleges “for Christ 
and the church,” and so he saves them still. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—There is no better test of the irue value of such sugges« 
tions concerning the training of children as we have given 
from time to time in our editorial columns, than the esteem 








in which they are held by thoughtful and devoted mothére, 











A mother of this kind, whose opinion we have learned to 
respect most highly, in writing to thank us for what we 
have said on this important subject, confesses that the 
importance of the systematic training of children has been 
uplifted in her mind through the articles mentioned. In 
making this acknowledgment she emphasizes a thought 
or two which certainly ought not to be lost sight of in con. 
sidering the theme of discussion. In giving her reasons 
for having failed to attach due weight to methods of special 
training she says : 

This matter of training has not before been brought to my con. 
sideration except instinctively, and I have formed my own views 
on the subject. I have seen something of spasmodic trainingthat 
I thought did more harm than good, and which, indeed, only 
aroused my indignation. I refer to restraint without judgment; 
commands for the sake of obedience; and this by persons who 
imagined they were disciplining their children, but who were really 
only gratifying their sense of ownership. These parents, I per- 
ceived, began at the wrong end; not having as yet trained them. 
selves. I do not mean from this, that because I have seen a good 
thing abused I would disown the good itself; but it has brought 
me to believe that children might be allowed much more abandon 
when it did not conflict with right. Of course, however, I set it 
down as fundamental that children must be retpectful and obe- 
dient. And I recognize the truth that you bring out. concerning 
the importance of methcds of judicious training. How different 
so many of us might have been if only we had been better under- 
stood and more wisely trained in childhood! 


It is quite as important to consider what not to do as 
what to attempt in child-training. Because of the sugges- 
tions of this letter, we give fuller expression to our views, 
in the direction indicated by its comments, in an editorial 
article this week, 


—lIt is evident that The Sunday School Times is watched 
carefully by intelligent readers. When there is an error 
in its columns, its editor is promptly informed of the fact ; 
and sometimes he is called to account for imaginary errors. 
In either case he has no complaint to make against the 
keen eyes which are observing all his work, and the work 
of his associates and contributors. Recently Professor 
Hall made an interesting statement concerning Jonah's 
Fish. And now from Missouri a correspondent, ‘ Oace a 
Whaleman,” makes this comment on the article: 


I see that Professor Hall calls the fish stranded near Tyre, in 
the spring of 1877,a “right whale.” The right whale proper 
(genus Balaena) is confined to high latitudes, and is only found in 
frigid regions. The fish to which he alludes, and whose skeleton 
he saw at Beirut, belongs to the fin-backs (genus Belaenopteray or 
razor-backs. I have seen this fish in the Mediterranean, and can 
readily indorse the presence of whales in thatsea; but I question 
the distribution of “right” whales in the Mediterranean, and I 
know of nothing that goes against the supposition that the ‘“ great 
fish’ the Lord prepared (Jonah 1: 17) to swallow up Jonah was 
a “great fish,’ the same sort of thing now as then. It will 
strain natural history to produce a right whale with a throat or 
gullet large enough to swallow a man. 


In response to this criticism, Professor Hall writes as 
follows : 

I think it will be seen, on reflection, that the criticism applies 
rather to the use of language than to any differencein fact. The 
ancient use of the term right whale among ordinary English 
writers and speakers is not that of a genus, but of the group of 
genera B:laenidae, or whalebone whales, including both genera, 
Balaena and Balaenoptera: the other two groups being the 
cachalots or sperm whales, and the dolphin tribe. I was perfectly 
aware when I wrote that many whalemen, and Webster's 
Dictionary with them, call only the Balaena mysticetus of Linnaeus 
the right whale; and I knew that this was the high-latitude whale. 
I knew, on the other hand, that other whalers dispute this, and 
say that only the Balaena Sieboldié (still doubtful whether only 
a variety of Balaena mysticetus) is the right whale. But this 
latter has been taken as low as twenty-nine degrees north latitude, 
or considerably farther south than Tyre, Also, that the southern 
hemisphere right whale is commonly considered a different 
species from the northern; but there is authority for “scrag’! 
right whales being seen south of the equator. In Scammon’s 
“The Marine Mammals of the North Western Coast of North 
America,” the Greenland or humpback whale (Balaena mysticetus, 
above mentioned) is not called a right whale at all—contrary to the 
majority of experienced whalers. Now I do not feel bound to 
always confine my language to the views of the specialists, except 
when speaking in a scientific way; and then I would use a term 
of scientific aceuracy. Otherwise I would never calla strawberry 
either a fruit or a berry, for botanically it is neither—any more 
than a calla lily is a lily, or a whale ichthyologically a fish. 
Referring to the other remarks of your correspondent, the book 
of Jonah calls the animal a “ great fish,” but Jesus called it 
unmistakably a “ whale,” as will be seen by looking at the Greek 
Testament, if the English is not trusted. As to the size of the 
throat of the right whale, my article avoided all reference to that 
old objection, as thé details of the miracle sre not given, and 
theorising thereon could produce enly conjeeture. I might ask, 
also, how your correspondent knows that the whale whose skeleton 
I saw was even a fin-back. Is it not just his supposition? | 
stated, moreover, not its genus, but its “sort,” and think the 
language guatded enotgh. I am glad, however, to learn that the 
article found a readet who Would lock otitically at the matter: 
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DANIEL'S WINDOW. 


BY HENRY 8. LATHAM, JR. 
iFrom the German of Karl Gerok.] 


In the quiet of his dwelling, 
Babylon’s proud waters near, 
Where the clamor, madly swelling, 

As a murmar strikes his ear, 
To his upper chamber stealing, 
Which toward Zion open stands, 
Daniel before God is kneeling, 
Lifting heavenward holy hands. 


Thrice each day the humble story 
Of his need his Maker hears ;— 
When the morning-star in glory 
From the orient disappears ; 
When the city’s roofs are glowing 
In the noontide’s fervid blaze ; 
When Euphrates, calmly flowing, 
Turns to gold in evening’s rays. 


Palaces of Babel vainly 
Strive the prophet’s eye to fill: 
Ravished, he beholds more plainly 
David's city, Zion's hill. 
Babel’s gardens rise before him 
But to vanish from his sight 
When the vision hovers o'er him 
Of Moriah’s sacred height. 


And o’er hill and vale and river, 
Flying swift his heart to cheer, 
Gentle winds to him deliver 
Zion’s greetings soft and clear, 
Joys of home around him breathing 
Though he walks an exile now, 
Freedom's heavenly chaplet wreathing 
Round the saintly captive’s brow. 


Happy he, who, ’mid the swelling 
Tumult of earth’s lust and pride, 
Toward his heatenly Father’s dwelling 
Keeps his window open wide; 
There, tohim devoutly bending, 
Zion’s beauty shal! appear, 
He shall know the bliss of sending 
Godward all his grief and fear. 


Place me in the gayly blooming 
Paradise of earthly bliss, 

O’er me hang the breeze-perfuming 
Gardens of Semiramis ; 

Babel’s walls a bondman’s anguish 
Should re-echo day by day, 

And my heart each hour would languish 
For my home so far away. 


Though a captive’s chain should bind me 
Deep within earth’s cheerless breast, 

Even the dungeon that confined me 
Wonld become a bower of rest, 

If, Jerusalem revealing, 
Oped a window over me, 

Through which, every moment, stealing 
Prayer and hope might homeward flee. 


Oo my very soul are pressing 
Heavily my dweliing’s walls; 

Daily weight of cares distreesing 
Sufling o’er my spirit falls ; 

Morn and eve toward Zion’s mountain 
Stands my window open wide, 

Thence, from home’s reviving fountain, 
Streams of life an endless tide. 


Thence, the wearied bosom quickening, 
Eastern breezes softly blow, 

And e’en now, in bondage sickening, 
Freedom's heavenly joys I know. 

Thence the stars of hope eternal 
Gleam through mists that shroud us here; 

Harp-notes waft from realms supernal 
Blissful tidings to my ear. 


Wheresoe'er my cot is builded, 
Oa the heights or lowliest land, 
Still, by Salem’s meadows gilded, 
Shall my lattice open stand. 
What though round me, proudly lowering, 
Babel’s high-built splendor reigns ? 
At my window, still uptowering, 
Zion in fall view. remains. 





HELPS IN WORRIED WEEK-DAY LIFE, 
BY THE REV. J. R. MILLER. 

I write to help you, if 1 can, in your personallife, You 
are cast in the midst of experiences that continually worry 
and vex you. Those about you, either wittingly or unwit- 
tingly, annoy and try you greatly. Especially since you 
became a Christian, and made a confession of your love for 
Christ, have they made it hard for you. Perhaps I can 
help you. 

The question is this: How can you get through the 

briers and thorns whieh grow slong your path, 








without having your poor hands and feet torn? How can 
you live sweetly amid the vexatious things, the irritating 
things, the multitude of little worries and frets, which lie 
all along your way, and which you cannot evade? 

You do not want merely to get through in any sort of 
way; you want to live a beautiful Christian life. A little 
child when once asked what it was for her to be a Christian, 
replied, “ It is to live as Jesus would live, and to behave as 
he would behave, if he were a little girl, and lived at our 
house.” That isit precisely. And you want to bear your- 
self just as Jesus would do if he were standing all day 
where you stand, mingling with the same people with whom 
you have to mingle, and exposed to the same annoyances, 
trials, and irritations to which you are exposed. You 
want to live a life that will please God, and that will bear 
witness on its face to the genuineness of your piety. How 
can you do this? Let me suggest a few things for your 
prayerful, thoughtful pondering. 

First, your life is to be lived in just the circumstances 
in which you now find yourself. You cannot, at present, 
change your surroundings. Whatever kind of life you are 
to live, must be lived amid precisely the experiences in 
which you are now moving. Here you must win your 
victories or suffer your defeats, You may think your lot 
is hard; may wish it were otherwise,—that you had a life 
of ease and luxury, amid softer scenes, with no briers or 
thorns. Then you could be gentle, patient, serene, trust- 
ful, happy. Vain dreaming! Whatever your life is to be 
made, beautiful or marred, you must make it where 
you are. No restlessness or discontent can change your 
lot. Others may have other circumstances surrounding 
them, but here are yours. You had better make up your 
mind to accept what you cannot alter. 

The second thing for you to ponder is that this is the 
place in which your Master desires you to live your life. 

“Thou cam’st not to thy place by accident; 
It is the very place God meant for thee.” 


There is no hap-hazard in this world. God leads every one 
by the right way. He knows where your particular life 
will ripen best. One tree grows best in the sheltered val- 
ley, and another on the bald, bleak mountain-top, swept 
by storms, And there is always adaptation in nature, 
Every tree or plant is found in the locality where the con- 
ditions of its growth exist. And do you think God cares 
more for trees than for his children? He has planted 
you amid the experiences and circumstances in which your 
life will grow and ripen the best. The discipline to which 
you are subjected in your lot is the discipline you need to 
bring out in you the beauties and graces of true spiritual 
character, You are in the right school. You may think 
you would ripen better in a more easy and luxurious life, 
but God makes no mistakes. 

There is a little fable which says that a primrose grow- 
ing away off by itself, in a shady corner of the garden, 
became discontented as it saw the other flowers in their 
gay beds in the sunshine, and begged to be removed into a 
more beautiful and conspicuous place. Its prayer was 
granted. The gardener transplanted it toa more showy 
and sunny spot. It was greatly pleased, but its blossoms 
were not nearly so beautiful as before, They were pale 
and dim. The hot sun made them faint and wither. So 
it prayed again to be taken back to its old place in the 
shade. The lesson lies on the surface, and need not be 
written. 

The next thing for you to ponder is that you can live a 
beautiful life in the midst of your present circumstances. 
When God put you into them, he meant to see you 
through. He had no intention that you should fail. I 
know it seems hard to you at times, but Christ is with you. 
You say, “Oh, if I had such a lot in life as this one, or 
that one, I should be so different.” No, I remind you 
again that you must be yourself, and not some other one 
and that your life is to be lived amid your own peculiar 
experiences, But God adapts his help to our circumstances. 
There is a text that says, “Thy shoes shall be iron.” 
That means that if you have stony paths to walk over, 
God is not going to send you forth with paper-soled 
slippers on, but with shoes strong and enduring, equal to 
the need of the journey. Or in simple words, Christ is 
just as able to help you to live a truly beautiful life, in 
your peculiar circumstances, as if you were in the easiest 
and most sheltered position possible on earth. And he 
will, if you but learn to trust him. 

Then the last thought in this little sermonette is that 
you must resolve, through God’s grace, that you will live 
a sweet, lowly, Christ-like life in your allotted place, 
Every life must grow up in this world amidst antagonisms, 
But you will overcome, You are at school now, and you 
will be a good, apt scholar, Processes are unimportant; 
it is resulte we want. If a tree grows into majesty and 
strength, it matters not whether it be in ibe deep vale or 


on the bald peak. If character develop into Christ-like 
beauty and symmetry, what matters it whether it be in ease 
and luxury, or through hardship and sharp attrition? 
The important thing is not the means, but the end,— 
spiritual loveliness. To be made truly noble and God-like 
we should be willing to submit to any training and 
discipline, 

You must resolve, then, that you will use every experi- 
ence to help to develop in you the likeness of your 
Lord; that you will regard your provocations, annoyances, 
and all your hardships and trials, as practice lessons in 
the application of your Christian knowledge. The tree 
that grows where storms sweep is stronger and grander 
than the one that grows in the quiet vale, It is no heroism 
to live patiently where there is no provocation; calmly 
where there is nothing to perturb. Not the hermit’s cave, 
but the heart of busy life, tests character. If you can live 
gently, patiently, unmurmuringly, amid all your frets and 
irritations, day after day, that is heroism. That is your 
task. You are to resolve todo it. Noone, not even God, 
will do it for you. Heaven does not put features of beauty 
in, our lives, as the jeweler sets gems in clusters. The 
unlovely elements are not drawn out and replaced by 
lovely ones, like slides in the stereopticon, You must win 
your way through struggles to al] noble atiainment. It 
is he that overcometh that is made a pillar in God’s tem- 
ple. You must accept the task, You will fail more than 
once. Many a night you will go to your lonely room to 
weep at Christ’s feet over painful defeats, But never 
give up. 

You spoiled many a quire of paper before you could 
write well. I did, and even yet cannot write legibly. So 
you will make many poor efforts, crooked lines, and many 
a page will be blotted and blistered with tears of regret. 
But through all keep a brave heart and an unfaltering 
purpose, Endurance and continuance will accomplish 
anything. And Christ will help you. Trust him. Let 
every failure or defeat only cause you to lean on him more 
perfectly. Heaven ison the side of every one who is 
struggling to do the divine will. And that means victory. 





PULPIT POWER ASIDE FROM 
PREACHING. 


BY THE REV F. B, PULLAN. 

The programme of public worship in the churches 
generally embraces four things; prayer, reading of Scrip- 
ture, music, and preaching the sermon. In three of these 
the minister holds the position of leader. In the other, 
that of church music, he can do more than is often done 
to render it an intelligible and devotional part of the 
worship. With the sermon I have nothing to do now. 
To use a common expression in the pews, with the preach- 
ing we have no fault tofind. It is with reference to public 
prayer, to reading Scripture, and to reading hymns, that 
there has seemed to be an unpardonable lack of power on 
the part of many ministers, and a hardly less pardonable 
lack of demand on the part of many worshipers. It may 
be owing to sufficient reasons, but I am sure there has 
been a strange indifference on the part of real worshipers 
to anything save thesermon, The music might command 
some attention, but it was the music, rather than the 
spirit of the words sung, which attracted. I refer now not 
to the quieter meetings for prayer and praise where a 
handful or a roomful of earnest souls gather to meet 
the spiritual Christ from week to week, but to the stated 
services of public worship on the Lord’s Day. At these 
times it has been the smart preacher, or the eccentric 
preacher, or the new preacher, or occasionally the earnest 
preacher, which drew the people, It was the smart ser- 
mon, or the odd sermon, or the grand sermon, which they 
went to hear. and remembered or forgot, as the case might 
be. The times of prayer, usually three, the lesson from the 
word, the singing of the hymns, were endured rather than 
enjoyed, until the sermon came on, and when that waa 
ended, the sooner the benediction came the better. I 
think there is a change in progress, more or leas rapidly 
advancing. Worshipers are beginning to give a better 
consideration to other parts besides the sermon of the 
Lord’s Day service in our churches, I am sure, however, 
that the fault would never have been so great, and that its 
remedy would be secured sooner, if ministers heeded more 
their responsibility in the matter. I speak without 
extravagance in saying that the number is quite limited 
of ministers who can pray well and read well in public, 
He prays well in public who can pray so that those whom 
he leads find the working and the wants of their lives 
expressed before God better than they themeelves could 
do. He reads well who can read so that others will listen, 
and will be fully oceupied with listening. 

I have been gratified to find in TheSunday School Times, 





the matter of public prayer treated at considerable length, 
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It is fall time that attention was earnestly centred upon 
this sut ject by those whose cflice it is to lead a congrega- 
tion of worshipers in prayer. Ministers particularly, and 
Sunday-school superintendents hardly less, could much 
increase their power and magnify their office as leaders by 
the study of this matter. My acquaintance with seminary 
instruction leads to the conclusion that what a min- 
ister accomplishes in this direction must in the main be 
after his course of theological training in the schools is 
ended. 

Seminaries do not teach men how to lead in prayer. There 
need not be a professorship of public prayer, perhaps, but 
there ought to be more or less attention given to it during 
the whole course of seminary study. I wouldhavestudents 
required to write outlines of public prayers with occa- 
sional full-worded forms, The fear of book-prayers and 
book-worship need not prevent such drill as I have 
indicated, If one of the most cultivated and effective 
extempore preachers acquired his power of pulpit preach- 
ing only by twenty-five years of hard writing, then the 
power of pulpit praying might without danger be increased 
by similar preparation, My own attention was drawn to 
the sutject of public prayer by the question of an aged 
and thoughtful hearer, who asked if I had ever studied 
the prayer parts of my Lord’s Day service. I discovered 
from his remark that if I had neglected to study these 
parts, he had not. At the risk of repetition I venture 
three suggestions which are continually helpful to me. 
They presuppose, of course, a spirit of prayer within the 
heart, All prayer is but a mockery unless the heart is 
prayerful. 


The minister must never lose sight of this, that in the 
act of public prayer he is a representative. He is praying 
not for himself alone, but as the voice of the congregation, 
and that he is the voice of that particular congregation. 
He may not pray to-day as the representative of yester- 
day's assembly, King Asa’s prayer as the voice of Judah 
when the Ethiopian hordes were drawn up at Mareshah, 
was quite unlike the solemn covenant which he made for 
Judah with the Lord God a little after. The leader in 
public prayer must regard the times and circumstances of 
those he leads, This coneideration would lessen the 
number of ineffectual, though fervent, prayers of righteous 
men, 

The minister must know the varied phases of human 
nature in order to pray well. He is a representative. 
He will need to thoroughly understand those he repre- 
sents. This knowledge must come by acquaintance 
and observation. Many a minister might make won- 
derful advancement in his ability to pray, if he began 
to shape his next public prayers on Monday of each 
week, 

The minister will be much aided in effective prayer who 
studies Scripture models and Scripture forms, Ifto preach 
well one must know the Bible, to pray well one must 
know it better yet. “Teach us to pray,” besought the 
disciples of the teacher sent from God, They learned from 
his lips: we learn from his word, 

The other parts of pulpit leadership are the reading of 
Scripture and the reading of bymns. The ministers who 
know how to read the B.ble sre a chosen few, and many 
had better leave the hymns unread than bury the spirit 
and meaning of them under the monotonous, expression- 
less manner of their reading. I think « strong reason why 
the word of God has been heard with less interest than 
the word of the preacher was because the preacher did not 
know how to read it. Ministers are in danger of thinking 
their leadership something else than their commission 
makes it. “Preach the word,” wrote Paul to Timothy. 
He also wrote, “Give attendance to reading.” Let the 
Timothys of to-day “meditate upon these things.” 
“Wanted, a Professorship of Reading,” was the heading 
of an editorial in a religious paper afew months ago. The 
lack of which I speak was there lamented, I think, as 
ministers, we may be benefited by frequent ‘reminders, 
The fact is, as I have had the confusion of knowing, we 
are too apt to think ourselves good readers, to say the least. 
I was much humiliated, not long ago, by having a Christian 
lady of my church thank me for the chapter that I had read 
that morning. I decided I was a poor reader indeed, if, 
jn several years of ministration, only one person had been 
especially benefiled by my leadership in reading the word. 
Concerning the reading of hymns by the leader, opinions 
may differ, The singing has seldom such a devotional 
character that the hymn can pases without interpretation 
by the minister in a previous reading to the assembly. 
The practice of scanning the first couplet only, in order to 
furnish a clue to holders of hymn-books where to find the 
hymn, is like bringing in the head of John the Baptist on a 
charger. No hymn-book can supply the voice of the 





It is like the representation of a drama that the living 
actor gives. ; 
To read well, the three following suggestions need to be 
regarded: The reader must be able to understand the 
matter he attempts to interpret in word and meaning. 
Correct pronunciation does not make a good reader. This 
is by no means a begging of the question. Ministers can 
give the impression that they do not understand what they 
read, and one is tempted to ask the question Philip asked 
the Ethiopian who read aloud in his chariot. The reader 
must read with his heart. That which he reads must come 
to his audience through the channels of hisown soul. It is 
told of Salvini, the Italian tragedian, that twice he 
stabbed himself in his personation of a certain character 
without knowing it, so thoroughly did he lose himself 
in his part. The passages of God’s word and the utter- 
ances of the best hymns must be experienced, so far as 
real life and deep meditation will allow, before they can 
be read well, The good reader requires a voice trained 
to express the emotions of his soul. The voice alone is 
the reader’s means of expression. He cannot have the 
help of action in reading as in speaking. He needs a 
voice which, like the centurion’s servants, will come or go, 
and do this or that,as commanded. There must have been 
such @ voice to express the prophecy of Esaias, when the 
reader in the synagogue of Nazareth said, “This day is 
this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” 





ADVERSITY. 
BY HENRY FAUNTLEROY, 


The Saviour had not where to lay his head, 

And framed for man a prayer for daily bread. 

That heavenly light here wandered, with no thought 
Or eare for worldly riches, and he taught, 

By symbol of the lilies of the field, 

That what man needs faith doth spontaneous yield. 
He chose unsordid hearts, the low and meek, 

To bear his Spirit’s power, and truth to speak ; 
And he who made and owned the universe 

Bade them go forth with neither scrip nor purse. 
Heaven he proclaimed the poor’s, who strive to win, 
And showed how hardly rich men enter in. 

He shared and blessed an equal state for man. 

As level ranks run through all nature’s plan, 

Her herds and flocks, the swarms she daily feeds, 
And yields each summer's fruit for winter's needs, 
So instinct’s music swells from sylvan shades, 

And common weal her even law pervades. 

Though God gives ample bounties, without slack, 
The greed of one man makes a hundred lack. 
Who’s wiser, God or man ?—the truth is clear, 
That man holds but a fitful tenure here. 

Whole cities crumble in the earthquake’s shock ; 
His fleets are tempest-tossed on strand and rock ; 
O’er all the world his ruined temples stand ; 

His helpless bones lie heaped in sea and land; 
Disease, defeat, and blight, all crowd his way, 

And in all earthly things he reads decay. 

Amid such tragic scenes of life and death, 

How vain to grasp, and, next hour, gasp for breath! 
How ask God’s mercy, while one’s selfish greed 
Refuses succor to a brother’s need! 

Ab! in all issues of poor human strife 

Nought brings reward save a sweet ministering life. 
Man’s mission lies in goodness, mercy, love; 

These, nurtured here, eternal bloom above. 

Then be thou patient, for no golden key 

Unlocks high heaven as doth adversity. 

Seek not the mountain heights where verdure fails, 
But walk ‘mid fruits and flowers of level vales, 

Tis not proud, idle pomp that God doth bless, 

Bat toil and service bring most happiness. 

He keeps dependent children of his grace, 

Lest trust in wealth should trust in God displace. 
Sorrows have promise; ills the faithful bear 

Are left behind them here, exchanged for glory there. 








HAPPY DODD; 
OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 
CHAPTER XXI. 
A sort of sad peace now settled over Happy’s life: it 


was the reward of painful duty fairly done. There 
were many heavy hours to endure. She knew the ordi- 


was one of those women who can have but one love, 





good reader in the devotional interpretation of the hymn. 


hand down her sad inheritance of delicacy and disease to 
another generation. It made it easy for her to take this 
view of the subject because she could not marry Fred 
Park. Had she been strong and healthy, the idea would 
not have dwelt with her that her life was ended here in 
one sense ; for many a woman has married on no higher 
plane than sincere affection and respect, and gone through 
life happily enough, transferring to her children the devo- 
tion that should have been her husband’s,—and many 
another woman has been shipwrecked by the same experi- 
ment! But Happy had no temptation to try it. She 
faced her duty in this case once for all, and, having seen 
its force, turned to her work, resolved to live from day to 
day by God’s help, leaving to-morrow in his hands who 
alone knoweth what a day may bring forth. She never 
saw Fred Park again. By the carouse of that Sunday 
night and its consequent effects he lost his place at the 
foundry, and went back to his home at Wilford. This was 
another help to her. It would have been hard to meet 
him, now and then, after what had passed. She heard of 
his leaving through Jack, who seemed to feel aggrieved at 
his own loss,and with his preternatural sharpness laid it to 
Happy’s account, and even hinted at his conviction more 
than once, 

But soon a new interest came into her life. Mrs. Pack- 
ard had a little girl born about the end of July, and 
wishing Happy to name it, she called it Almira, after her 
mother,—and her lonely heart warmed to the little help- 
less creature from that moment. She petted it at every 
odd time she could get away from her work. She sewed 
for it, getting up by daylight for that purpose, She 
watched its childish ailments with motherly anxiety, and 
she prayed for it daily with tender longing and hopeful 
faith. The soft small fingers that grasped her own, the 
flickering baby smile, the utter dependence,—all appealed 
to her heart, and taught her many a lesson of her own 
weakness and need of trust. “ Except ye become as little 
children ” is a word that cannot be fully understood but 
by those who have loved and cared for a little child, and 
seen its change from feeble silence into the full delight and 
utter faith of babyhood; who have watched its growth, 
beguiled its sorrows, soothed its fears, clothed, fed, tended 
it, hovered over its sick-bed, wept over its faults, and 
loved it with an everlasting love, that neither time, nor 
change, nor separation can weaken,—a love that lives for 
and in the hope of a future life together, and can bear all 
things in that prospect. This is the love that interprets 
God the Father to our human apprehension, that expounds 
his patient, gentle, tender, and unfailing affection, and 
makes us cry mightily for that new birth which shall cre- 
ate us into his little children, and give us a right to such 
overwhelming affection, such almighty care. Happy had 
not the fear for her pet’s future that had troubled her 
for little Gay ; for both Mr. and Mrs, Packard had become 
members of the Methodist Church, and were trying hon- 
estly to live the new life they had entered on. She did 
not know how much her own example had done for her 
friends. She had done what she could in her own small 
sphere of usefulness, and the results were widening beyond 
her own comprehension, Here already were two people 
whose first attention to religion she had aroused by her 
teachings to their child, and fixed by her words at that 
child’s death-bed, and her faithful devotion to Christian 
duty, ever since, in her littleschool. It is one of the typi- 
cal lessons God give us in our school-book of nature,—this 
increase of unconscious influence beyond thought or hope. 
For, look at the smallest pebble, a weary insect, a frosted 
leaf even, dropped on the pond’s smooth surface,—how the 
rings, be they faint or strong, go circling outward, one on 
another, larger and larger, till they reach the very shore, 
and with tiny plash and recoil feed the thirsty roots of 
grass and blossoms in a wide circumference! Or, drop but 
one small drop of perfume in a room, how the particles 
separate almost infinitely, and go floating on their fragrant 
errand through the air, from door to door, until the house 
is “ filled with the odor of the ointment.” And we find a 
new and wonderful significance in the “golden vials full 
of cdors, that are the prayers of saints.” 


But Happy’s conscious work also had its increase, Her 
little class recruited its ranks again and again, till the 
place was too strait for them, and the labor too great to 
be thoroughly done. Aunt Lavinia had watched her 
through her grect trial with deep and loving interest, 


nary outlook of a girl’s life was closed for her, finally. She| though she had forborne speech on the subject,—a self- 


denial most grateful to the girl, who hardly comprehended 


though they may have many and warm affections, and | what an effort it was to her kind old friend. There were 
she instinctively felt that she should never marry any one | very few people for whom she would have restrained her 
else. Not altogether out of girlish romance did this idea | curiosity and her comments so far. But she loved Happy 
take hold of her: a few words Miss Vinny dropped had | now better than any one else; for she too was almost alone 
rankled in her mind, She knew she had no right, as well | in the world, her few relatives so distant and so far sepa- 
&8 flo wish, to be a burden on any man’s hands, and te 
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than any of them. She saw now that Happy’s hands 
were over-full, and advised her to look for a larger room, 
and fiad some one to help her teach. 

“Why don’t you take one or two of them girls out of 
your other class to help ye, child? It'll do ’em heaps of 
good ; folks never half learn a thing till they’ve taught it 
to somebody else.” 

Happy had not thought of this. 

“T will, Aunt Vinny,” she said ; “there’s Mary will be 
glad to help me, and Julia. I shall not need Helen.” 

“Nor they won’t need her, neither; she’s flightier ’n a 
lightnin’ bug. I never see sech a little sperrit; lace ’nd 
ribbins inside of her head where there ’d ought to be 
brains; a clear skittermalink.” 

The last word was too much for Happy, she laughed 
outright, 


“What is that, Aunt Vinny? I never heard that word 
before.” 


“Well, it’s one o’ my words. I dono but I’ve got as 
good a right to make words as them that gets up dic- 
tionaries. I know they couldn’t find all them words any- 
where ; they fill up out o’ their heads, Gracious! think 
of them big lexingtons, as he calls ’em, in the minister's 
book-case.” 

Happy laughed again. 


“It’s a good word anyhow, if it makes you laugh,” 
went on Miss Vinny, looking over her spectacles. “ You 
don’t laugh half enough, Happy. Don’t you know what 
Solomon says,—‘a merry heart doeth good like a medi- 
cine’? I want to see ye spunk up and be spry again. I 
guess the cold weather ’ll kinder brace you up, so to speak, 
as it were.” 

“T will ask the girls, Aunt Vinny; but what can I do 
about a bigger room?” 


“ Jest you ask old Mis’ Holden; I shouldn’t wonder if 
she know’d some place you could hev. She’s lived here 
all her days, and knows ’most everybody; they’d hear to 
her, certin ; if there was a place to be had, why, she'd have 
it a mile afore any other woman in the town.” 

It was a piece of strategy on Miss Lavinia’s part to 
send Happy to Madam Holden; for she knew very well 
that this lady had both the will and the money to help 
forward in any good work, and would be more than likely 
to hire a good room for this growing mission-school, and 
pay the rent. She did not know that Madam Holden 
was entirely unaware of Happy’s enterprise, or that the 
founding of a school of this sort had long been a scheme 
in the oid lady’s mind, only waiting for younger hands to 
be able and willing to carry it out. She was at once sur- 
prised and delighted to find this poor gir], out of her own 
desire to work for her Master, with little or no exterior 
help, had begun and carried on for two or three years the 
work she had been planning and waiting for so long. She 
readily promised to find a room for them, and pledged 
herself to pay the rent as long as the school should exist. 
It now remained to find the teachers. To Happy’s surprise 
Julia was eager to help her; but Mary hung back, and 
was doubtful. She had thought it would be the other way ; 
but the truth was that Mary was so conscientious and so 
distrustful of herself that she feared her own power of 
teaching others was not enough to warrant the attempt ; 
while Julia, capable and confident, had not learned humil- 
ity as yet, or thé weakness of her own strength, and did 
not shrink from an enterprise that looked so easy. 


Mra. Holden during the next week found a large light, 
room in one of the tenements on Lake Street, which she 
had cleaned, whitewashed, papered with a cheerful paper, 
a few Scripture prints hung up about it, some short 
benches brought in, and as it was nearing winter, a little 
wood-stove put up, and a large closet in the entry filled 
with wood. The keys to this closet and the room were 
both put into Jack’s hands, and he was given charge of the 
apartment. This post of trust did him a great deal of 
good, his self-respect was aroused, and he determined to 
deserve so much confidences; there was always now a 
clean bright room ready for the classes, a sparkling fire in 
winter, a bunch of fresh wild flowers, and a pail of cool 
water, in summer, Jack had grown to be neat, handy, 
helpful, and affectionate under Happy’s persistent teach- 
ing, and Nan also had much improved; the rest pro- 
gressed more slowly, with the exception of Pauline Lagré 
Her quick French nature made her swift to see and adopt 
whatever she liked: she too had learned to be neat and 
clean personally; but an inborn love of finery ruled her 
little bosom, and her attempts at dress were pitifully ludi- 
crous at times. Mary’s class was selected out of the girls, 
Julia took charge of the boys, while Happy kept the 
larger share of the older boys and girls both, and the 
school went on and prospered. Their own training in 
Sunday-school proved of much advantage to both Mary 


method of teaching with ease, and it became a habit with 
them to look over the afternoon lesson in their own class 
in the morning, and talk about all the points that were 
likely to come up with the children. This at last inter- 
ested Helen Sands; she begged to have “ever 80 little a 
class,” too; and having given her charge of four children 
just learning to read, Happy was surprised to see with 
what tact and skill she managed the restless youngsters, 
and how patiently and pleasantly she taught them. She 
did not know that Helen was really at heart more attached 
to her than to any one out of her own family; what her 
father said was law and gospel to Nellie, and she added to 
her love for her teacher a respect that was borrowed from 
Dr, Sands’ estimate of Happy. She never had forgotten 
what he said to her on that day when she hesitated about 
going to the class again because Happy was a servant: 
“T only hope you may live to be half as good as she is.” 
This fired Helen’s ambition; under all her levity and 
folly she had a good deal of affection and some sense, and 
all that was good in her her teacher had gradually drawn 
out, as heat colors those sympathetic inks that were before 
invisible, and fills a blank space with valuable inscrip- 
tions. Her father noticed the change at home; he saw 
that his little girl was becoming more thoughtful, more 
loving, more unselfish, by slow degrees; and in his heart 
he thanked Happy; but never with his lips! Why do 
we not oftener say pleasant things to each other? We do 
not hesitate to find fault, to fret, to scold even, to let the 
law of wnkindness rule our lips; but how often we shut 
them on the tender word, the well-earned praise, the 
hearty commendation, the real gratitude we feel! It is 
not so with Him who should be our example. “ Well 
done, good and faithful servant!” is his language; and 
this reward is set before us in his word. “If there be any 
virtue, if there be any praise,—think on these things.” 
“ Whatsoever is lovely, and of good report.” 

I remember well the saying of a little child whose 
unconscious wisdom taught me much while I was with 
her. Her father found fault with her once, as was his 
custom,—for he was one of those who are more apt to criti- 
cise than to commend, 

“Papa!” said the little thing, looking up at him with 
soulful eyes. ‘“ Why does you always find fault wiz me, 
and nebber, nebber says I am a dood dirl, even when 1 
is dood?” 

It was a hard question to answer, and it betrayed a 
hard experience for a child. Why do we not all ‘eeten 
the lives of those about us with kindly words, nce by 
words we shall be justified or condemned? 

Bat Happy had learned this lesson out of her own 
need; her unselfish spirit ministered to others that for 
which she had pined herself, and Helen fed like an air- 
plant on her earnest commendation and her approving 
smiles. The winter Happy had so dreaded passed peace- 
fully and pleasantly, to her surprise and gratitude; her 
darkness was lightened by the light of heaven, and she 
said in her heart, looking back, the words of her favorite 
hymn: 

“ Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shal! break 
In blessings on your head.” 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


——@—— 


FIELD-BLOSSOMS. 
[Translated from the German, for The Sunday School Times.] 

One morning, early, Ida and Gerty had permission to go 
to the woods; and after some time they came back, 
loaded with a heap of flowers. And what were they going 
to do with these flowers? Come with me, and I will tell 
you. 

In a large room near the railway station we find a num- 
ber of ladies very busy with their work. Great baskets of 
flowers stand in the waiting-room. Some of them contain 
flowers from gardens and hot-houses ; others, flowers from 
the woods and fields. All these flowers have come this 
morning by rail from the country. The ladies tie up all 
these flowers into little bouquets or bunches, and on every 
one they tie a little strip of paper with a red edge, on 
which a text of Scripture is written. Immediately they 
go out, and take with them these beautiful little bouquets, 
each bound together with a verse from the word of God, 
And where do they go with them? To the different 


reached it out to the poor crippled Anna, “ Oh, how beau- 
tiful!” said she; “are they for me? I never in all my 
life saw such beautiful flowers.” The poor orphan child 
had lived with her parents in a dark attic room of a great 
tenement house, and because she herself could not go 
down, and her parents were sick too, she had hardly ever 
seen 8 flower. ' 
“ Yes, Anna, this bunch of flowers is for you; and see 
here, there I have some glad news for you, too.” The 
child turned the bunch of flowers around, and read the 
text which was fastened to it: “God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life,” 

“But is that for me? I thought that was only for 
the great and wise.” 

“ My dear Anna, it is for you, that great saying ; for it 
is there for all ; so that all who believe it have a part in 
it. All you have to do is to believe it from your heart, 
and take it to yourself. God has given his only begotten 
Son to die for you, since he desires you to live, and to be 
happy and saved.” 

Anna was quite astonished as the lady said this to her, 
and added some more cheering words, But she could not 
now speak much with her, for there were many other sick 
ones there besides her, to whom the flowers were to be 
distributed. 

About fourteen days later the lady came again to the 
sick-room. Anna was expecting her, with great longing, 
and was very glad indeed, as she came to her, and said: 
“T have brought with me another bouquet.” 

“ Oh, how good!” said the child ; “ and is there another 
verse with it, too?” 

“ Yes, indeed, dear Anna, and one that will please you 
very much,” 

The little girl received her bouquet. But she hardly 
smelled it before she turned it around, so as to read what 
sort of a message God had sent her to-day. The verse 
read in this way: “ Jesus called a little child to himself.” 
She thought to herself, as she read that, “that word 
Jesus has sent just for me,” and said; 

“ Yes, Jesus calls me.” 

“ Yes, dear Anna, that is true; Jesus calls you, and just 
with this little verse from his word, for you to give him 
your heart.” 

I cannot relate here all the rest they said; but it was a 
happy day for the little sick child, The lady came often 
afterwards to her, and always found her happy and pleased. 
She believed on her Lord and Saviour, heard his voice, 
and knew that he had suffered and died for her. The dear 
Lord and Saviour had made her his child. 

In the same sick-room lay also a little girl whose name 
was Grace, about eleven years old, likewise an orphan child, 
and a cripple all her lifelong. She had had a foot taken 
off, and much to endure, But she was also come to the 
knowledge of the Saviour; and now it was a great source 
of enlivenment when the two children talked with each 
other of the love of the Lord Jesus, and repeated to one 
another the verses which they had received, Young as 
these children were, they were a shining light for our 
Lord Jesus in toat dark place where much sin and god- 
lessness prevail. There were many old women there, sick 
and feeble, but full of envy and malice, who gave the chil- 
dren many bad nicknames, and made sport of them, when 
they talked with each other of our Saviour. [ven there it 
was not easy to be a Christian. 


But the children did not allow themselves to be fright- 
ened at that; they were all the more good and accommo- 
dating to these old women, whenever an opportunity pre- 
sented itself at the different meal-times or other little 
occasions; and it is quite a remarkable thing how the 
opposition of the old women was quite broken down by 
the quiet behavior of the children; and two or three of 
them were glad to let them tell them of Christ, and were 
converted to him, 

You dear littlechildren who read this, you too candomuch 
for your Lord and Saviour, if you are always obedient, and 
keep away from every strife and quarrel, and walk in love. 
Yes, you can help very much, too, in sending flowers. If you 

pick flowers, tie them together in bouquets, and give them 
| to those who collect such bouquets and send them to the 
| great cities, where they will be carried to the hospitals for 
the sick and infirm, to bring joy to the sick ones, 


Yes, you can also hunt up suitable verses and write 
them on slips of paper, so that they can be distributed 





hospitals of the great city. 

There was once a poor crippled girl, whose name was 
Anna; she had lost both parents, and they had now 
brought her into the hospital of the work-house. There 
she lay, the poor child, in great suffering. One day a lady 





and Julia; they could follow Happy’s simple, direct 





came in with a bunch of fresh flowers in her hand, and 


with the bouquets, and tell them who lie sick and sorrow- 
| ful, of him who is their true physician and friend, The 
poor invalid, as he looks at his flower, is reminded of the 
|donor’s thoughtfulness; and, as he reads his text, he 

thinks of the loving-kindness of the Giver of all good 
| things. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—_@—— 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 


[Second Quarter, 1878.] 
10. June 9.—Daniel in the Lions’ Den .......sesnscececeseeeee Dan. 6: 14-23 
11, June 16.—Measiah’s Kingdom ......<....cccncececcneseeesaee Dan. 7: 9-14 


12. June 23.—The Decree of Cyrus-.....____-_--_-- 2 Chren. 36 : 22, 23 
18, June 30.—Review. 


LESSON 12, SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 1878. 
Title: THE DECREE OF CYRUS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: SPEAK YE COMFORTARLY TO JERUSALEM, AND 
CRY UNTO HER, THAT HER WARFARE I8 ACCOMPLISHED, TMAT HER 
INIQUITY 18 PARDONED.—Jsa, 40: 2. 


Lesson Topic: The Lord's Word Fulfilled. 


a 1. God Prompting, v. 22. 
Outline : { 2. Man Doing, v. 22, 23. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, June 17; 2 Chron, 36; 22, 23. God's word fulfilled, 
Tuesday, June 18: Jer. 29: 1-14, The promise of restoration, 
Wednesday, June 19: Exral: 1-11. The decree of Cyrus. 
Thursday, June 20: Ezra 3:1-13. The foundation of the temple. 
Friday, June 21: Ezra 6: 1-12 The decree of Darius. 
Saturday, June 22: Ezra 7: 11-28. The decree of Artaxerxes. 
Sunday, June 23: Psa. 84: 1-12. The courts of the Lord. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(2 Chron. 36: 22, 23] 


22. Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lorp spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
accomplished, the Lorp stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and put t¢ also in writing, saying, 

23. Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the 
earth hath the Lorp God of heaven given me: and he hath 
charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which és in Judah 
Who is there among you of all his psople? The Lor» his God 
be with him, and let him go up. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron. 36: 22. Cyrus.——That saith of Cyrus, He is 
my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to 
Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy founda- 
tion shall be laid. Isa. 44: 28 ——In the third year of Cyrus king 
of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshazzar. Dan. 10: 1. 


By the mouth of Jeremiah.——To fulfil the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her 
Sabbaths. 2 Chron. 36: 21.——And it shall come to pass, when 
seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of 
Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations. 
And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have 
pronounced against it, even all that 1s written in this book, which 
Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. Jer. 25: 12, 
13.——For thus saith the Lord, that after seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good 
word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. Jer 
29; 10.——I will cause their captivity to return, saith the Lord 
Jer. 32: 44.——Thus saith the Lord: Again there shall be heard 
in this place, which ye say shall be desolate without man and 
without beast, even in the cities of Judah, and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without inhabit- 
ant, and without beast, the voice of joy and the voice of gladness. 
Jer. 33: 10, 11.——He ts faithful that promised. Heb. 10: 23. 


The Lord stirred up.——Moreover the Lord stirred up 
against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, andof the Arabians 
that were near the Ethiopians. 2 Chron. 21 : 16——If the Lord 
have stirred thee up against me, let him accept an offering ; but 
if they be the children of men, cursed be they before the Lord. 
1 Sam. 26: 19.——And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto 
Solomon, Hadad the Edomite. 1 Kings 11: 14——And God 
stirred up another adversary, Reson the son of Eliadah. 1 Kings 
11: 283——And the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul 
king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tilgath-Pilneser king of Assyria, 
and he carried them away, 1 Chron. 5: 28——Then rose up the 
chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and 
the Levites, with all them whose spirit God had raised, to go up to 
build the house of the Lord which és in Jerusalem, Ezral: 5. 
——The Lord had made them joyfal, and turned the heart of the 
king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen their hands in the work 
of the house of God, the God of Israel. Ezra 6: 22.——Blessed 
be the Lord God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing as 
this in the king's heart, to beautify the house of the Lord which 
is in Jerusalem. Ezra 7: 27.——He made them also to be pitied 
of all those that carried them captives. Psa. 106: 46.——The 
king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: 
he turneth it whithersoever he will. Prev. 21: 1——Behold, 
I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard 
silver; and as for gold, they shall net delight im it. Isa.13: 17. 
——And the Lord stirred up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 





governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Josedech, 
the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; 
and they came and did work in the house of the Lord of hosts, 
their God. Hag.1: 14. 


A proclamation.——And they made a proclamation through 
Judah and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lord the collection that 
Moses the servant of God laid upon Israel in the wilderness. 
2 Chron, 24 : 9.——So they established a decree to make proclama- 
tion throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even to Dan, that they 
should come to keep the passover unto the Lord God of Israel at 
Jerusalem. 2 Chron. 30: 5.——In the first year of Cyrus the 
king of Babylon, the same king Cyrus made a decree to build this 
house of God. And the vessels also of gold and silver of the 
house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that 
was in Jerusalem, and brought them into Babylon, those did 
Cyrus the king take out of the temple of Babylon, and they were 
delivered unto one, whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had 
made governor ; and said unto him, Take these vessels, go, carry 
them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of 
God be builded in his place. Ezra 5: 13-15. 


v.23. All the kingdoms.——Lift not up your horn on 
high ; speak not with a stiff neck. For promotion cometh neither 
from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God 
is the judge. He putteth down one, and setteth up another, 
Psa. 75: 5-7.———-He removeth kings, and setteth up kings. 
Dan. 2: 21——Thou, O king, art a king of kings; for the God 
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and 
glory. Dan.2: 37-——O thou king, the most high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, 
and honor. Dan 5: 18. 


Hath charged me.——Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, 
to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations 
before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before 
him the two-leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; I will 
go before thee, and make the crooked places straight. Isa. 45 
1, 2——I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct 
all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my cap- 
tives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts. Isa. 
45: 13. 

The Lord be with him.— Arise therefore, and be doing, 
and the Lord be with thee. 1 Chron. 22: 16-——I make a 
decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and 
Levites, in my realm, which are minded of their own freewill to 
go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. Ezra 7: 13——Deliver thy- 
self, O Zion, that dwellest with the daughter of Babylon. Zech. 
2: 7.——If God be for us, who can be against us? Rom. 8: 31. 








LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV, GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


The words of this lesson are repeated with scarce a varia- 
tion in Ezra 1: 1-3, and in the apocryphal book 1 Esdras 
2:1-5. It has been supposed that they were written in 
Chronicles by mistake. They relate to events occurring 
seventy years later than those described in the verses which 
immediately precede them, and those verses form a natural 
conclusion to the subject in hand. But the decree of Cyrus 
was a worthy conclusion to the Chronicles, and an equally 
worthy beginning to the supplemental history in Ezra. The 
apocryphal book known as 1 Esdras (Ezra), is but the 
canonical book of Ezra with interpolations. This accounts 
for the decree of Cyrus, and many other important matters 
from the genuine writings, being found within it. 

The “ first year” designated in v. 22 is reckoned from 
the time when Cyrus began to reign alone in Babylon (B. C. 
536). See Ezra 5:13. There cannot be much doubt that 
Daniel was the adviser and prompter of Cyrus in this move- 
ment for the restoration of the Jews, and the rebuilding of 
the temple, The language of the decree breathes the spirit 
of true Israelitish devotion. Undoubtedly the prophecies 
concerning himself and his work were known to the king. 
See Isa. 44:28; 45:1-4; Jer. 25: 12-14; 29: 10-14; 33: 
7-11; etc. To fulfill these predictions, the desire and deter- 
mination of Cyrus was aroused by the Lord. 

The decree itself was not a secret communication to the 
Jews, but a royal proclamation to all the subjects of Cyrus. 
His confession of Jehovah is therefore all the more notable. 
It is not to be supposed that the whole proclamation is here 
given, but rather a summary of it. The command “ let him 
go up” (v. 23), is addressed to all the Jews wherever dwelling 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah narrate the going up to 
Jerusalem and the doings there. For this reason they should 
be read by all who would understand the precise work of 
the restoration. Briefly stated, the captives responded 
gladly to the order of Cyrus; their neighbors made them 
liberal presents, and gave offerings for the temple ; the temple 
vessels were restored to Sheshbazzar (Zerubbabel), who led 
the migration: and thus, as Dr. Smith says: “As the Israel- 
ites had gone forth from the first captivity laden with the 
spoila of Egypt, so now they returned from the second 
enriched with the free-will offerings of Assyria, to be 
consecrated to the service of Jehovah.” 

After various hindrances in the effort to rebuild, and 
various special helps, the temple was finished and dedicated, 
B. 0. 515. Nehemiah describes the rebuilding of the city 
walls and other local improvements which followed the com- 
pletion of the temple. 

The first company which returned to Jerusalem included 








42,360 Jews, besides 7,367 men-servants and maid servants. 
They had 736 horees, 245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 asses 
(Ezra 2: 6467). Very few persons of this company were 
of the original captives. Most of these had been born in 
captivity. If many of their kindred preferred to remain in 
the land they knew, rather than go to one they knew not, 
it would not have been strange. This may account to some 
extent for the smallness of the number returning at first 
Others followed in later caravans (Fzra, chapter 8). 

Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Obadiah, and Daniel had all shared 
the captivity, of whom Daniel alone survived to see the 
restoration, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi were the 
prophets of this period and of that immediately following. 

The humbling of the people themselves appears in Jer. 
29: 10-14; Jer. chapters 30 and 31; Ezek 36: 2438; Ezsk. 
chapter 37; Dan, chapter 9 ; and Psa. 102: 13 22. Zsrubbabel, 
Ezra, and Nehemiah were successive'y governors of Jerusalem 
immediately after the restoration. The city then came under 
the same general governorship with Syria, and it subse- 
quently passed through varying fortunes as successive 
dynasties held sway over it. 








CRITICAL NOTES 
BY ©, H. TOY, DD., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(22.) And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that 
the word of Jehovah [spoken] by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be accomplished, Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, and he made proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and also [put it] in writing, saying, (23.) Thus 
saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
Jehovah the God of the heavens given me, and he hath 
charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, Jeho- 
vah his God be with him, and let him go up. 


NOTES, 

Onur lesson forms the conclusion of the Hebrew Bible (in 
which Chronicles is the last book), and the words, though 
not the last in order of time, appropriately conclude the 
ehronicler’s history and our studies of the first half year, in 
so far as they record the termination of the Exile (which 
broke up the national life of Judah) and the beginning of a 
new order of things, that goes on uninterruptedly up to the 
New Testament times. We have the same account, expanded, 
and with a few verbal differences, in Ezra 1: 1-4, and alsoin 
the apocryphal Greek book of Ezra (Esdras) 2:16. Ezra, 
which gives the history of the restoration, naturally begins 
with the decree of Cyrus; Chronicles, which is occupied with the 
history of the kingdom of Judah, having related its overthrow, 
appends thedecreein order to relieve the gloom of the picture, 
and to bring out into prominence at the end Jehovah's mer- 
ciful dealings with his people. Kings concludes with the men- 
tion of Jehoachin’s elevation by Evil-merodach (B. C. 561), 
and says nothing of Cyrus; it was written before the Per- 
sian conqueror came into relation with the Jews, while 
Chronicles was written long after that. Kings, from the 
prophetic-theocratic point of view, describes the sin of the 
nation and its punishment; Chronicles, concerned more 
with the public worship, having followed the fortunes of the 
temple to its destruction, ends with the decree to rebuild it, 

Verse 22.—In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia. The 
proper form of his name is Kurus, which the Greeks wrote 
Kuros and the Romans Cyrus; the Hebrew writing is Ko- 
resh, or possibly Kuresh. He had overthrown the Median 
monarchy and become king of Persia and Media in the year 
B. C. 558, and captured Babylon B C.538. The “ first 
year” here, therefor ., is to be understood of his reign over 
the territory formerly held by Babylon and Assyria, the 
first year of his control over the country in which the Jews 
were captives. This is the natural understanding of the 
statement. Some, however, on the ground that the seventy 
years’ captivity, beginning about B. C. 606, would end 
B. C. 536, prefer to suppose that Darius was king 
(Dan. 6: 1, 28) two years (538-536), and that Cyrus 
after his death (536) first assumed the full title of “king 
of Persia;” but it is not necessary to hold that the 
return from captivity occurred in the same year with the 
decree; the exiles would not improbably want a year or two 
to make their preparations, gather the people, collect treas- 
ures, and effect some organization (Ezra 1: 5-11; 2: 1-67). 
More on this point is to be said in connection with the next 
clause: that the word of Jehovah [spoken] by the mouth of 
Jeremiah might be accomplished, The immediate reference is 
to Jeremiah 29: 10, where a deliverance from captivity after 
seventy years is predicted ; the captivity itself is announced 
in Jeremiah 25: 11, and in verse 12 of that chapter the pun- 
ishment of Babylon. The date assigned to Jeremiah 25 in 
the superscription (verse 1) is the fourh year of Jehoiakim or 
the first of Nebuchadrezzar, that is, B.C. 605 (or 604) ; 
seventy years reckoned from this point would bring us to 
B. C. 535 (or 534), and the return from exile took place 
B. 0. 536. But we need not press the number seventy into 
arithmetical precision; the use of round numbers is common 
in the Old Testament, and seventy may here stand for a 
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number near seventy, jast as the wandering in the wilder- 
ness is generally said to have lasted forty years, though it 
lasted in fact only about thirty-eight. We may say, then, 
that the captivity lasted about seventy years, B. CO. 605-536. 
This term of years embraces the whole period from the time 
when the deportation of the people to Babylon began ; see 
Jeremiah 52: 28 30, where three different deportations are 
mentioned, namely, 3. C. 597, 586, and 582, and we must 
probably add a fourth, in B.C 605 (604); compare Daniel 
1:13. The date of the other passage in Jeremiah in 
which the “seventy years” is mentioned (29: 10) is not 
definitely given; the letter was written some time in the 
reign of Zedekiah (B. C. 597-586), but the beginning of the 
seventy years may be intended to go farther back, or, as 
before, “ seventy years" may be put for a somewhat shorter 
period (about sixty years). In the Preceding verse of our 
chapter (verse 21), the reference to Jeremiah is to be under- 
stood as including merely the prediction of the term of 
captivity ; he says nothing of the exile as a punishment for 
the Sabbath-breaking of the past years, though he rebukes 
that sin (Jer. 17: 19-27). The reference is to Loy. 26: 34, 
35, 43, where the land is represented as lying desolate, and 
80 enjoying a forced rest from labor in compensation for the 
many rest-days during which it had been subjected to work. 
From this it has been inferred that from Moses to the Exile 
about seventy sabbatical years (Lev. 25: 4) had been passed 
over unobserved; but the expression cannot be taken in any 
other than a general way.—Jehovah stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, and he made proclamation. So in Isa. 
41: 2, Jehovah is said to have “raised up and called” 
Cyrus; in Isa. 44: 28 he is Jehovah's shepherd, and performs 
all his pleasure; in 45: 1, 2 is termed the anointed of Jeho- 
vah, and has the promise that the God of Israel will go 
before him and prepare his way. If we inquire for the 
means that God used to “stir up the spirit” of Cyrus and 
make him the instrument of the restoration of his people, 
we may point to two considerations that probably influenced 
him to send the Jews back. One was religious: when Cyrus 
cameto Babylon, we may suppose that he was agreeably sur- 
prised to fiad there a captive people whose central faith of 
monotheism was nearly identical with that of his own 
nation; he would feel sympathy with them, would perhaps 
communicate with their chief men, and 80 the above quoted 
passages and others from Isaiah would be shown him, and 
his kindly feeling thereby increased. The second considera- 
tion was political: the great Persian conqueror and states- 
man, who had founded a world kingdom, was doubtless glad 
to have on his south-western border, near the still powerful 
kingdom of Ezypt, a nation so devoted to him as the Jews 
might be expected to be if he settled them in their old home. 
Conquerors had sometimes found it desirable to carry 
nations away from their native soil in order to break up 
their national organization, and so guard against their hos- 
tility; here was a case in which the opposite course of re es- 
tablishment wa; clearly politic. By such means, we may 
suppose, God led Cyrus to carry out his purposes concerning 
Israel, and “ stirred up his spirit,” not indeed as the prophets 
of Jehovah were stirred, but yet in a real and effective way 
—Tahat his proclamation was published throughout all his 
kingdom by heralds or similar officers was quite after the 
manner of the Persian kings, though in this case only Babylon 
and Palestine would be specially concerned with it. In 
addition to the proclamation by voice (probably in connec- 
tion with it), the royal order was issued in writing, as was 
the custom of the succeeding Persian kings. The writing 
was probably in the language of each nation to which it was 
sent, as the decrees of Artaxerxes and Darius (Ezra 4 and 
6) sent to Aramsan governors, were in the Aramaic (Syriac) 
language. 

Verse 23—The decree. A’l the kingdoms of the earth 
The expression is to be taken in a gsneral sense. After the 
fall of the Median empire (B OC. 558), the king of Lydia 
(Cro ins), feeling his own throne tobe in danger, entered 
into an alliance with Egypt and other nations for 
the purpose of arresting the progress of the victorious 
Persians. But Lydia itself fell in the year 554; the 
coalition was broken up, and Cyrus extended his con- 
quests from the west of Asia Minor to the river Indus 
on the east. Incessantly engaged in these wars for fifteen 
years (B. C. 554-539), he came finally to Babylon, in the 
year 538; the Babylonian empire was destroyed, and 
Pho icia submitted to the victor without a struggle. Cyrus 
was master of the whole of western Asia; Egypt and Greece 
remained unconquered (afterwards the former succumbed to 
to the attack of Cambyses, and the latter sucessfully resisted 
Xerxes).—Hath Jehovah the God of the heavens given me. To 
understand this expression it must be recollected that the 
Persians, as has been observed above, believed substantially 
in one all-powerful God, called Auramazia (Oromasdeo) or 
Ormazd ; the fall form of the name is Ahuramazda, which, 
according to the Persian tradition, means “ wise lord.” To 

2 are given such titles as “ Greatest, Best, Creator, All- 
feeing,” and in his name the Persian kings issued their 
edicts, Thus, in the Behistun inscription of Darius Hys- 
taspis: “ By the grace of Ormazd I am king, Ormazd has 


granted me the empire; ” and in the Nakshi Rustam inscrip- 
tion of the same monarch : “ Chief of the gods is Auramazda, 
who created heaven and earth, and created mankind, who 
gave to men their various fortunes, who created Darius, the 
king of many kings.” Thus Cyrus would regard Jehovah 
of hosts, God of Israel, as not different from the creator 
Ormazd, whom he worshiped. On the other hand, the 
Jews, struck by the pure monotheism of the Persians and 
their hostility to idol-worship, would look on them as real, 
if somewhat ignorant, worshipers of Jehovah. In this 
spirit the prophet Malachi, writing a hundred years later, 
rebukes the selfish half-heartedness of his countrymen by 
contrasting their worship with that which the heathen offer 
to Jehovah (chap. 1: 10,11): “I have no pleasurein you, 
saith Jehovah of hosts, and I will not accept an offering 
from your hands. For, from the rising of the sun to its 
going down [that is, from east to west, the world over) my 
name is [not “shall be”) great among the heathen; and in 
every place incense is offered to my name, and a pure offer- 
ing, for my name is great among the heathen, saith Jehovah 
of hosts” (compare verse 14). Tne prophet means that the 
sacrifices of the heathen, sincerely offered to the deity, are 
really offered to the only true God, and more acceptable to 
him than the perfunctory and deceitfal service of his 
own people. So might the Jews think Cyrus's worship of 
his Ormazd a worship of Jehovah, and his declaration that 
“ Ormazd had given him the empire” would naturally in 
their minds take the shape of an ascription of praise to the 
true God: “Jehovah has given me.” So it probably 
happened. Cyrus’s decree was most likely in the name of 
Ormazd, and our verse renders it into the language of the 
true religion, as if our author had said: “ Thus saith Cyrus, 
Ormazd (that is, really Jehovah) has given me.”—TZ» build 
hima house. The king, no doubt, heard from the Jewish 
elders and prophets of the fate of their temple, and their 
desire to rebuild it, and to re-establish the pure, unidolatrous 
worship of their God, and so Jehovah used the conqueror’s 
sympathy to make him the agent of its re-establishment.— 
In Jerusalem, which isin Judah, a natural form of geographi- 
cal designation in the mouth of a foreigner.— Whosoever 
there is among you of all his people (or, the interrogative 
form may be adopted, as in our authorized version). It is 
an invitation to every Jew to return to Jerusalem, but it 
was accepted by comparatively few; apparently the mass of 
the nation remiined in Assyria and Babylonia, where, for 
many centuries, they were prosperous in manual industry 
and in study. Instead of Jehovah his God be with him, Ezra 
(1: 3) has, “his God be with him.” 

We have reached the end of the history of the Jewish 
kingdom and the Exile. The Exile period was an important 
one for the nation. It weaned them from idolatry, brought 
them into contact with the best thought of the great nations 
of Asia, and, by leading them to the study of the law (Ezra 
was trained in Babylonia), prepared the way for the new 
national life which culminated in the New Testament times. 
Our lessons of this half-year present the fall of the Jewish 
monarchy, and the failure of Jewish hopes; but they close 
with the promise of the new temple, which was to witness 
the complete fulfillment of all their hopes and ours in the 
person of Jesus Christ. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


That the word of the Lord... might be accomplished 


saith the Lord,” we needn’t have any anxiety because of 
the tendency of the times, or the progress of science, or the 
wickedness of men, or the dangers and the d fficalties of our 


through ; and it will carry through everything that is fairly 
included in its provisions. One of God's specific promises is 
a fortress of protection, a treasure-house of support, a gran- 
ary of supply, a throne of power, and a crown of glory to 
every one of God's children who can make it his own by 
faith-filled confidence in its explicit assurances. If that 
promise says that one like yourself shall have safety, neither 
earth nor hell can harm you. If you arein the furnace, you 


you. If you are in the waters, you shall not bs drowned. If 
\eppressors are over you, you shall be delivered from their 
power. If you are dying, you shall live forever. All the 
kings of earth and all the angels of heaven shall be at the 
service of the humblest child of God before one jot or one 
tittle of the least of God's promises to that child shal! fail 
of absolute fulfillment. 

The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus. The greatest 
man’s spirit isn’t worth much unless it is stirred up. 
are men who know enough to inform a generation on a score 
of grand subjects, who are of no particular service in 
the world because they are never stirred up to make use of 





what they know. They are always filling in and never 
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giving out. And there are men who have latent power 
enough to rulea kingdom, or command an army, or lead a 
community in good works, who live and die to no practical 
purpose, because they have never been fairly stirred up to 
great effort. They are, perhaps, by no means pre-eminent in 
even the driving of oxen or superintending a tannery ; 
yet if they should be really aroused by some great emer- 
gency they could startle a nation by their glorious capabili- 
ties. But aman may bestirred up to a wrong purpose—as 
a great many men have been. When, however, the Lord 
stirs up a man's spirit, there is no danger that the etirring 
is to an evil intent. Whether it is Noah, or Moges, or David, 
or Cyrus; whether it is Huss or Luther, or Wesley, or 
Mocdy,—good is sure to come of the stirring up of his spirit 
by the Lord. If our spirits are not stirred up, they ought to 
be. We have no right to be at ease, while so much work for 
for the Lord needs doing. And the stirring of our spirits 
ought to be toa holy purpose; for the accomplishment of 
something that is worth living for—or dying for. 

All the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven 
given me (v. 23). Whatever of greatness, or of power, or of 
riches, any man has, he has it from the Lord. To the Lord 
belongs all praise for it; and for its wise use the Lord will 
hold that man strictly accountable. It is a pity that not 
every Christian is as prompt to admit this truth, and to act 
pon it practically, as was the heathen king Cyrus. Every 
dollar of money, every atom of strength, every vestige of 
influence, every moment of time, of every son of man, is from 
the Lord God of heaven; and the Lord will call its possessor 
to answer for the manner of its use or bestowal. None of 
us have the right to do anything with ourselves, or with our 
possessions, except as we believe that God would have us to 
do it. Weare not ourown. That which we have belongs, 
with ourselves, to our divine Master. Do we have this 
thought always in mind, in what we give, and in what we do? 


He hath charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. The fact that king Cyrus had “all 
the kingdoms of the earth” to look after didn’t make it 
beneath his dignity, or in conflict with his interests, to build 
a house of worship for the Lord—who had given him the 
care of those kingdoms. Indeed, Cyrus made this church 
building his chief business for a time; and nothing that he 
ever did gave him more comfort or gained him more credit. 
Nor was it his own church, in his own city—the church which 
he expected to attend when it was finished—that Cyrus felt 
called on to build. It was the church of another denomina- 
tion, in the far West. Yet no one now says that Cyrus did 
more than his duty in building that church. How many 
rich men there are, or active business men, who excuse them- 
selves from heeding # providential call to church building 
—or even from doing anything like a fairshare in the repairs 
of their own church—on the ground of their immense 
responsibility for the ranning of a factory, or the keeping up 
of their store, or bank, or farm, or shipping-house, or railroad 
line; or because they are re-furnishing their own house, or 
are investing an extra amount this season in horses, or 
pictures, or pianos, or the expenses of summer travel. Lord, 
stir up the spirits of more of our modern Christians to do their 
part in building or beautifying thine house, as they are 
called to this kind of service. 

Who is there among you of all his people? ... Let him go 
up. That question is a pungent one for any time. Who 
of you, who are called the Lord's people, really are his? 
‘How many of you mean anything, when you say youareon 
the Lord’s side, and arein the Lord’s service? And that 


(v. 22). The word of the Lord will be accomplished. Every- | ¢¢s¢ is a fair one. If you really are the Lord's, now is the 
thing that he has foretold will be fulfilled. Everything that he | time to show it. The Lord has need of men for active cam- 


has promised will be done. Everything that hehas threatened paigning. Who of youwillenlist? The Lord’s house needs 
will come to pass. If we can put our finger on a“ Thus pbuilding, or rebuilding. How many of you will take hold 


of it as if it were your own house that needed attention? 
The contribution box is ofien a better test of discipleship 
than the communion table. ‘ Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 





THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY IN 
THE CAREER OF CYROS, 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D, 


An etainent Jewish scholar once read for his entertain- 
ment the Gospel of Matthew. As he read, his curiosity 
deepened into a more solemn interest. A second time he 
read it, and his face grew pale. The closing scenes in the 
lifeof our Lord enchained his attention as never before. 
When he read for the third time of the death and burial of 
Christ, he dashed the book across the room, exclaiming 
with an oath: “ Yes, the story is true! The cursed Naza- 
reae was the Messiah of the prophets.” The evidence 
which had convinced him against his will, was the exact- 
ness with which the biography of Jesus tallied with 
the prophecy of Isaiah, written seven hundred years 
before, 

The fulfillment of prophecy is one of the two super- 
natural arguments for the truth of the Scriptures, I can 
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think of no more valuable use which I can make of the 
very brief lesson of this week, than to present in some 
detail the falfillment of prophecy in the career and con- 
quests of Cyrus. If my young readere will have patience 
to follow me into some of the minute declarations of Isaiah, 
I think they will be rewarded by information which may 
be of lifelong value to them. 

In order to appreciate the comparison of the prophecy 
with the history, it is necessary to observe as a preliminary 
that Isaiah wrote not less than a hundred and thirty years 
before Cyrus was born; and not lees than a hundred and 
fifty years before his conquest of Babylon. It was long 
before the Median kingdom existed. The captivity of Judah 
had not begun. Three or four generations lived and died 
between the prophet and the Persian prince, The prophet 
could not possibly have other means of knowing who Cyrus 
was to be, or what he was to doin the world, than the 
s mple revelation of the facts by the spirit of God. Yet 
that he foretold the conqueror’s career, down to minutest 
details, is established by precisely the same kind and 
amount of evidence which proves that either Cyrus or 
Isaiah existed at all. Basar this in mind as we go on with 
the story. 

What then does the prophet tell us of the Persian hero, 
which history confirms? The following are the most sin- 
gular coincidences between the two. 


1. The name of Cyrus, the point of the compass indica- 
tive of his birthp/ace, and the direction of his march upon 
Babylon, are distinctly foretold. “Thus saith the Lord 
to Oyrus, I have raised up one from the North. From 
the rising of the sun—that is, from the Hast—shall he call 
upon my name.” The two points of the compass named 
in this language of Isaiah are singularly true. Cyrus was 
born in Persia, which was east of Babylon. It was com- 
monly called “the East.” One historian speaks of it as 
the “land of the sunrising.” But at a very early age 
Cyrus was removed to Media, lying on the north of Baby- 
lon; and it was from Media that he came down at the 
head of victorious hosts upon the doomed capital. The 
prophet thus sees in a visicn a prince of eastern birth, 
marching upon the city from the north, and that his name 
is Cyrus, 

Small matters these, but all the more significant for 
that. The question is: Who told Isaiah such minute 
details about a man he never saw or heard of; coming 
from a kingdom which at that time had no existence; 
achieving a conquest which then had not been dreamed 
of? How did he know what name the future conqueror 
would bear, a hundred and thirty years before he had 
@ name? 

Did anybody ever predict B»naparte’s conquest of Italy 
a century before his birth? Did ever etateeman or magi- 
cian, as far back as A. D. 1650, declare that, a century 
and a half later, a conqueror born in the west of Italy 
would come down from the north and take possession of 
Rome, and that his name would be Napoleon? Yet this 
is in kind what the Hebrew prophet did. The question is, 
Who told him all that? How did he alone, of all the 
inhabitants of the world, find out the facts so exactly and 
280 minutely ? 


2. Isaiah furthermore describes with remarkable accu- 
racy the personal character of Oyrus. His warlike spirit, 
his towering ambition, the rapidity of his conquests, the 
equity of his administration, and his heathen religion, are 
all declared, after the manner of prophecy. “ Calling a 
ravenous bird from the East,” is the prophet’s language. 
Prophetic vision deals largely in symbols. The eagle is 
its favorite symbol of an aspiring, warlike, swift conqueror. 
“ Who raised up the righteous man from the East,” is the 
prophetic description of Cyrus. It is almost the exact 
language in which historians describe the government of 
the Persian king. “The just one” he is often called. 
‘Take example from the Persian,” the tutors of oriental 
princes used to say to their royal pupils, “I have girded 
thee, though thou hast not known me,” are the words 
which prophecy puts into the mouth of God concerning 
him. This is a distinct prediction of his ignorance of the 
true God. 


These are but a few specimens of the prophetic touches 
of which there are many more, portraying with an artist’s 
skill the character of this monarch, Imagine now that, 
in addition to announcing the name and the birthplace of 
Napoleon a hundred and thirty years before he was born, 
the magician had described him as an eagle in his con- 
quests ; had said that he would originate a superior code 
of jurisprudence,—the ‘Code Napoleon ;” and that in his 
religion he would be a Romanist. Would not such hints, 
added to the items before named, redouble the surprise at 
the magician’s power? Would not men ask with astonish- 
ment who he was,where he came from, by whose authority 
he spoke, and where he got his information? Yet this is 





just what Isaiah dec'ares of the great conqueror of the 
East, 

8. The significance of the prophecy deepens, when. it 
comes to describe the conquests achieved by Cyrus. Pas- 
sages abound of which these are epecimens: “He gave 
the nations before him. He made him ruler over kings. 
He made them as dust to his sword, and as driven stubble 
tohis bow. The isles saw it and feared, they helped every 
one his neighbor. Every one said to his neighbor, ‘ Bs 
of good courage.’ I will subdue nations under him. 
I will looge the loins of kings,” 

By such rapid glances, the half of which I do not 
quote, the prophets foretells the victories of Cyrus over 
the great nations of the East; the consternation of their 
kings; their alliances for mutual defense ; and the velocity 
with which the Persian legions marched from victory to 
vietory. 

Turn we now to history: what has that to say? It 
does but repeat the prophecy in describing the facts as 
they occurred. Says one: “ He had scarcely gained one 
victory, before his tumultuous forces poured down on other 
battle-grounds, Scarcely had one city fallen, before he 
stood thundering at the gates of another. Empires were 
like dust before him, and cities like chaff.” That prophecy, 
“ J will looge the loins of kings,” had its exact fulfillment 
in the consternation of Belshszzar at the handwriting on 
the wall, when the Persian armies were on the march, 
and within twenty-four hours would be heard tramping 
the streets of the doomed capital. 


4, The prophecy of the downfill of Babylon deserves 
distinct review. The prophetic story runs in this style: 
“ Evil shall come upon thee, Thou shalt not know from 
whence it riseth. Thou shalt not be able to put it off. 
Desolation shall come suddenly, which thou shalt not 
know.” Thus is expressed the sudden, the unexpected, the 
irresistible, and the improbable calamity which was com- 
ing upon that haughty city. ; 

Just such, in fact, was its conquest by Cyrus. That 
event, to begin with, was in itself, and in any form, 
improbable, The military science of the age pronounced 
Babylon impregnable by any methods of assault or siege 
then known. So secure did king and people feel that it 
could not be taken by human force or strategy, that on 
the very night of its capture by Cyrus, they were given 
up to feasting and carousal behind their insurmountable 
walls. The king would not believe the rumor of the 
enemy’s entrance, even when the blood of his people was 
flowing in the streets. 


Here again little incidents are detailed, which no sooth- 
sayer would have thought of, or would have dared to 
predict, if he had. thought of them. “I will say to the 
deep, “Bo dry;” I will dry up thy rivers. I will open 
before him the two-leaved gates. The gates shall not be 
shut.” The significance of this language will appear 
from arraying it side by side with the historic facts 
Babylon was a city fifteen miles equare. It was inter- 
sected by the river Euphrates, as London is by the 
Thames, and Paris by the Seine, and Philadelphia by the 
Schuylkill. Solid walls surrounded it, three hundred and 
fifty feet high, and broad enough on the top for four 
chariots to be driven abreast. The two sections again 
were separated by walls running along both banks of the 
river. Fronting the streets on either side were folding 
gates for convenience of access to the stream by day, 
which the police were instructed to close at the setting of 
the sun. 

Cyrus took the city by a remarkable stratagem. In 
military invention he was a genius. He strikingly 
resembled our own General Sherman. In our late civil 
war, General Sherman once despatched a force to cross a 
certain river at a given point. His subordinates soon 
came back, saying that there was no bridge there, and 
that the river was not fordable for twenty miles. Said 
the General, with flashing eye, “Isn’t there a village 
within five miles of there?” “ Yes, sir.” “ Well, go 
back, and level every house in that village to the ground, 
and with the timbers buz/d a bridge across the river.” And 
they did it. 

Cyrus was the Sherman of ancient warfare. His genius 
mvented a novel way of marching his army into impreg- 
nable Babylon. If he could not march over the walls, he 
would contrive to march under. He did it by a very 
simple expedient, when once thought of, but only he had 
the genius to think of it, He dug an immense canal 
around the walls, and turned the river Euphrates into it. 
Then he marched his army at dead of night, and in dead 
silence, under the walls, in the vacant bed of the river. 
But this brought him only between the two other im- 
mense river-walls inside. How to surmount these was 
the question. The indomitable general had provided 
scaling-ladders for the purpose. But the God of Isaiah 





had done better for him than that. Sure enongh, he 
found those gates which let the citizens down to the 
river in the day-time—‘“two-leaved,” that is, folding 
gates—wide open. Like other drunken policemen, the 
custodians of Babylon had neglected to close those gates. 

If my young readers have ever seen the gates which are 
used in the locks of a canal, like those of the Erie Canal at 
Little Falls, they will have some idea of the structure of the 
“two-leaved gates” of Babylon, and of the importance 
to an invading army, penned up in the channel of the 
Euphrates, of finding those gates open. Thus Cyrus 
found them. Even the palace gates were not closed. 
The invader got near enough to hear the drunken carousals 
of the king and his courtiers inside, before they were con- 
vinced of his approach. Do you not now see a new 
meaning in the words: “I will dry up thy rivers; I will 
open the two-leaved gates; the gates shall not be shut; 
I will loose the loins of kings’? 

Herodotus, the ancient historian of the event, writing 
seventy years afterwards, comments upon it in this 
manner: “If the besieged had been aware of the designs 
of Cyrus, they might have destroyed his troops. They 
had only to secure the folding gates, leading to the river, 
and to have manned the embankments on either side, and 
they would have enclosed the Persians in a trap from 
which they could never have escaped. As it happened, 
they were taken by surprise; and such is the extent 
of the city that they who lived in the extremities 
were made prisoners before the alarm reached the palace.” 
“ As it happened.” Yes, it happened; but a hundred and 
more years before, God had said by his prophet Aow it 
should happen. He had said: “JZ will open the two- 
leaved gates.” So Cyrus found them wide open, and the 
way clear to the very banquet-hall of the palace, just 
as Isaiah had said, before Cyrus was born, that they 
should be. 

Now suppose that, about the time of the American 
Revolution, the Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, one of the signers 
of the Daclaration of Independence, from New Jersey, 
had fallen into a trance. Suppose that in that trance he 
had foreseen and declared that one Sterman would arise 
in distant times, who should go down from the north, 
and march from the west to the seaboard, with a conquer- 
ing army, scattering devastation on his way; that his 
march would be like the flight of an eagle; that city after 
city should fall before him; that consternation should 
fill the hearts of the people and of the governors of states ; 
and that by that march from victory to victory he should 
aid in putting an end to a civil war which threatened the 
existence of the nation,—suppose that in describing 
Sherman’s march from Atlanta to Savannah, that incident 
of his building a bridge and crossing a river with the 
timbers of demolished houses, were named in language 
which could mean nothing else,—would not the men of 
our time have reason to think that Dr. Witherspoon, in 
his trance, had something more than guess-work in his 
prevision of the future? 

Yet all this would not have been more singular, more 
improbable, more impossible to human view, than these 
predictions of Isaiah respecting the march of the Persian 
monarch to the conquest of Babylon. The question there- 
fore returns, laden with redoub‘ed significance, Where 
did Isaiah get his information? Who told him that 
Babylon, a hundred and fifty years afterwards, would be 
shut off from the Euphrates by gates? Who told him 
that they would be folding gates? How did he know 
that a man named Cyrus would enter the capital in the 
bed of the river, and on that particular night, contrary to 
usage and to law, would find that the police had left those 
gates open, as if on purpose to let the invader in? In 
short, how came he to write history a hundred and fifty 
years beforehand? Did any other historian ever write 
his history a century and a half before it happened, 
instead of a century and a half later, and be lucky enough 
to have it all happen to be true, even down to the structure 
and the opening of a gate? 

5. One other feature of the prophecy and the history in 
parallels remains to be noticed. Isaiah explicitly foretells 
the restoration of Judah from captivity, and the rebualding 
of the temple at Jerusalem; through the agency of Cyrus. God 
declares by the mouth of the prophet: “I will direct all 
his ways. He shall let go my captives; ” even saying to 
Jerusalem ‘Be built,’ and to the temple, “Thy founda- 
tions shall be laid. He shall let go my captives, not for 
price or reward. Ye shall be redeemed without money. 
Ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight.” 

Here we find another group of details which no unin- 
spired mind could have guessed at, and no soothsayer 
would have dared to predict. Every one of them was to 
the last degree improbable, No statesman of the age did 
conjecture them, In the prophet’s time, there were 20 
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captives at all in Babylon from Judah. When they 
became captives, long after, it was improbable that they 
would be released in any way by an oriental despot, 
flushed with victory. They were very valuable captives. 
They were of an intelligent race, Good servants, able- 
bodied men and women for household use, skillfal arti- 
sans, honest laborers, were abundant among them. Men 
of learning and genius, like Daniel, some of whom were 
deservedly advanced to high places in the realm, were 
Hebrews, 

Scarcely any other race has the world ever found so 
serviceable as that despised stock of Abraham, At the 
very time when the Spanish inquisition was persecuting 
the Jewish people to the death, and but one country in 
Europe was a safe asylum for them, many of the most 
eminent scholars, scientists, professors, musicians, even 
statesmen at the head of empires, were Jews in secret, 
living under assumed Gentile names. And to this day 
they are a race everywhere spoken against, but every- 
where used. Not a great war can be carried on in Europe 
without the permission of a Jew. Bismarck, Andrassy, 
Gortschakoff, all are compelled to ask leave of a Jew, 
before they dare to plunge the governments they represent 
into the vast expenditures caused by a great war. Lord 
Beaconsfield, of England, is himself a Jew. 


So in the Persian economy: never was a more valuable 
class of slaves of equal number held by the rights of war 
than those held under command of Cyrus from Judea. It 
was the last thing to be expected from an Eastern despot, 
that he should let such a people go free; that he should 
charge no ransom for them; that they should not be com- 
pelled to take their freedom by force or stratagem ; that 
their Master himself should restore to them their plundered 
treasures, and direct the rebuilding of their desolated tem- 
ple. Never was a prediction more improbable on the 
face of it. 

Yet all these things happened, just as Isaiah said they 
would. The truth of the history no infidel presumes to 
question, whatever he may think of the prophecy. Imagine 
now, that a hundred years ago there had been no Africans 
in the American colonies of Great Britain. Yet imagine 
that Dr. Witherspoon in his trance had declared that the 
march of one Sherman, the man of eagle eye, from the 
Cumberland to the sea-coast should result in the liberation 
of millions of African slaves; that they should go free 
suddenly ; that not a dollar would be paid for their ran- 
som ; that they would not force their liberty by insurrec- 
tion, nor steal it by flight; that it would be given to them 
outright by the proclamation of the president ; and that in 
the city of Washington a grand university would be 
erected for their training as free citizens of the republic, 

The men of that age might well have laughed at ravings 
80 improbable. Bat what would now be the verdict of the 
men of our age? Should we believe that the story was 


. all guess-work? Should we not believe that supernatural 


prescience was in it? Yet just such in kind was the 
vieion of Isaiah; no less specific in detail; no less con- 
sistent in the continuity of the story, and no less true to 
fact. Not the half of the coincidences between the 
prophecy and the history are given here, The prophecy 
now ali reads like history. The facts of the one tally 
exactly with the prescience of the other. 


The question therefore returns again, How did Isaiah get 
his knowledge of coming events? Who told him facts a 
hundred and more years before the wisest statesman of the 
age had once thought of them as conjectures? Did any 
other man, not inspired of God, ever coin history thus out 
of guess-work? Did ever romance fall true like this? 
Sir Walter Scott wrote historical romances. Has “ Ivan- 
hoe” or “ Quentin Durward” ever come true? Toss up 
a font of alphabetic type at random in the air, and will 
they come down all eet and ready for the press in the form 
of the “ Arabian Nights”? Yet this is, in substance, 
what infidelity asks us to believe, when it denies the gift 
of divine inspiration to the Hebrew prophets. 

Such then is the argument from fulfilled prophecy for 
the divine origin of the Scriptures, The career of Cyrus is 
but asingle sample. Other cases of the same kind swell 
the proof to volumes, The present condition of Babylon, 
the destruction of Moab ; the fall of Tyre; the conquest of 
Egypt; the doom of Damascus ; the desolation of Idumea; 
the sack of Jerusalem; the life, death, and burial of 
Carist,—are events which belong to the same class, They 
all abound with the same sort of coincidence between the 
prophecy and the history. The coincidence extends to 
minute details. It is sustained without a break through 
long-continued narrative, covering years—yes, centuries, 
and involving the destiny of individuals with the fate of 
nations and of empires. 


Such intricate and involved prevision no human mind 
could have painted without a break in the truthfulness of 





the story, unless inspired by an omniscient God. Any 
other solution of the mystery throws upon us a weight of 
credulity a hundred fold greater than that of faith in the 
“Arabian Nights” as authentic history. For the most 
part infidelity feels this, and very shrewdly decides to let 
the fulfilled prophecies of the Bible alone. There is no 
other argument for the truth of the Christian Scriptures, 
which infidels so generally agree to ignore as this. 

A single admonition is suggested by this rapid review. 
It is that young minds should guard with special care 
against the beginnings of distrust in the divine origin of 
the Bible. Any young man can be an infidel if he wills to 
be one, The Rey, Dr. Emmons was once appealed to by a 
saucy disbeliever in immortality, who said: “Show us 
the evidence of this thing you call a soul; what does it 
look like?” He replied, turning on his heel, “No; I can’t 
prove a soul to a man who hasn’t any.” 

So we cannot prove the divinity of the Bible to one who 
has no wili to see it, But in a Christian land no man can 
deny it with an unsullied conscience, The evidence is 
clear; it is direct; it is abundant. Juries send men to the 
scaffold on evidence not the half of it. No man can resist 
it without guilt. No mind can sink so low, without 
approaching near to that state of matured depravity in 
which it calls evil good, and good evil; truth falsehood, 
and falsehood truth ; in which it believes absurdities, and 
trusts in contradictions,—just because it stubbornly wiils 
to do so. 

Not the least among the surprises of the day of judg- 
ment will be the re-discovery of lost truth, through the 
resurrection of rejected evidence. Proofs which once men 
saw as in sunlight, but closed their eyes upon, will be 
again written in flaming fire. Eternity will be ablaze 
with them. These ancient Hebrew seers will be there, to 
bear witness to the evidence they left on record of the 
inspiration of God’s word. ‘“ Fool that I was,” will then 
be the verdict of many a lost being,—“ fool that I was, 
not to believe what I know to be true!” 

The near approach of death sometimes anticipates the 
surprises of thatday. Ethan Allen, of Vermont, of Revolu- 
tionary fame as the leader of the “ Green Mountain Boys,” 
was an infidel, His wife was a devoted Christian. When 
he was on his death-bed he was asked: “ Whose faith do 
you wish your children to adopt, yours or their mother’s?” 
“ Their mother’s,” was the prompi, reply. 

A similar incident occurred in the last hours of the cele- 
brated Doctor Paulus, professor of Biblical Literature at 
Heidelberg. He wassubstantially an atheist. He denied 
everything supernatural, even to the denial of the immor- 
tality of the soul. When his fatal illness began, he 
declared that he was about to die, and that that would be 
the end of him. In this cheerless faith he calmly awaited 
the closing scene. When it came, he lay in a speechless 
coma for some hours. It was supposed that he would 
never speak again. But at the very last he suddenly 
opened his eyes, raised them to the ceiling, as if 
he saw something invisible to other than dying sight, and 
starting to raise himself in bed he exclaimed: “ There is 
another life!” then fell back a corpse. What an appalling 
discovery to make at the last moment of an abused and 
lost probation,—that a man’s lifelong faith on which he 
has risked eternity, has been a lie, and that he has nothing 
now but the ruin of a soul to carry into another life! Let 
youthful readers take warning. Watch with prayer 
the first wavering beginning of distrust in the word of 
God, 


It is the word of God. True or false, it is inspired by 
an omniscient mind. If false, it is a fraud so stupendous 
that mortal man could never have originated it. The 
grandeur of the impostwre would be as miraculous as its 
truth. A living writer has declared that our Lord Jesus 
Christ was God, as he claimed to be, or he was the devil, 
With unutterable reverence be the hypothesis tolerated 
for the moment, For it is between such extremes of 
best and worst that we have to choose in accepting or 
rejecting the religion of the Bible. There is no middle 
ground on which a reasonable man can stand, knowing 
nothing, believing nothing, caring nothing. This book is 
true, or it is a lie so stupendous that human thought never 
conceived it; and it comes to us sustained by evidences 
which to the common sense of men must prove it to be 
the work of God. Which is the more probable? On 
which belief is it safer to risk eternity ? 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 
Begin by explaining decree; tell who was Cyrus; then 
have the golden text repeated. Tell of the word of God 


spoken by prophets many years before; show the comfort of 
God's promises; and bring out the story of these two verses, 


showing how God kept his word as he delivered his people, 
and the days of captivity were joyfully ended. It may all 
be done in some such way as the following, and at the same 
time drawing from the class by questions what they can tell 
of former history. 

What isa decree? It isa law or an order given by one 
who has aright to make a plan for others to obey, and 
power to have it obeyed. Kings often made a decree and 
send men through their kingdom to cry aloud and make the 
order known, so that everybody might know and do their 
will. Who made the decree that all who heard the sound of 
music should fall down and worship the golden image he 
had set up? Who would not obey nor worship the great 
image? How did the king command that they should be 
punished? How were they saved in the burning fiery 
furnace? What decree did Nebuchadnezzar then make 
when he saw that their own God was able to deliver them? 
What decree did King Darius make? Who kept on praying 
to God in heaven? How was he punished by the king? 
How delivered? Then King Darius made another decree 
that all men should fear the God of Daniel ; for, he said, 
‘His kingdom shall last forever.” Kings ruled, and made 
their laws, but God overruled them all, and they were only 
working out hisown everlasting decrees, the plans that he 
has made from the beginning. What was our last golden 
text about his throne and his sceptre? 

In our text of to-day, we have the words that the prophet 
Isaiah wrote many years before this very time. Have the 
verse repeated, 

When you are unhappy and in trouble, do you know what 
it means for your mother to talk kindly with you, and 
promise that your trouble will soon be over? Are they 
not comforting words? So God sent messages to the people 
of Judah; Ieaiah wrote, “As one whom his mother com- 
forteth, so will I comfort you, and ye shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem.” What trouble were they in that they needed 
comfort? What was our golden text in the lesson about 
the captivity of Judah, when Zsdekiah was carried away? 
Why was Jerusalem removed? Had they been often 
warned? What did they do that was sinful? Who came 
at different times and carried away so many captives? 
What treasures did he take? Can you name some of the 
captives? But they were not punished without hope. 
What prophet was put in prison? While he was shut up in 
prison, the Lord talked with him, and he said of the people 
“ They have sinned,” but he also said, ‘I will pardon.” He 
made a promise in these words: “I will cause the captivity 
of Judah to return, and will build them as at the first.” 
Jeremiah wrote that God hadsaid that after seventy years 
at Babylon they might go back to the land of Judah. 
Long before that, Isaiah told the very name of the man 
Cyrus who should deliver them, and he wrote it more than 
a hundred years before Cyrus was born. Jeremiah told the 
people that God said, * Call upon me, and I will answer.” 

Daniel and his friends had surely prayed. Daniel knew 
all that was written in the Prophets, and as he knew the 
seventy years of punishment were nearly over, he prayed 
yet more earnestly for his country and his people. Who 
was king when Daniel read the handwriting on the wall? 
Darius was king of Babylon undsr Cyrus, who was away 
conquering more nations and so many people that after two 
years, when Darius died, and Cyrus reigned alone over 
Babylon and so much of the world, that he eaid the Lord 
God of heaven had given him all countries. He was a 
heathen king, his very namemeant “ thesun ;*’ but our lesson 
tells us, “In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, the 
Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus.’’ 

Who stirred up the spirit of a heathen king? The eame 
verse tellsus why: ‘ That the word of the Lord, spoken by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, might be accomplished.” What did 
the Lord say he would cause to return? God always keeps 
his word. He says, the king's heart is in the hand of the 
Lord as the rivers of water, he turneth it whithersoever he 
will. So to keep his own word, he moved the heart of 
Cyrus. What did Cyrus do? He made a decree; it was 
called out aloud and put in writing, so it could not be 
altered. First, he honored God, for he said, “ All the king- 
doms of the earth hath the Lord God of heaven given me, 
and he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem. 
Who is there among you of all his people?” Does that sound 
"like a heathen king? How did Pharaoh do when the 
people wanted to go with Moses, and leave the slavery of 
Egypt? God did not melt the hard heart of Pharaoh, but 
he destroyed him, and by miracles led the people away, and 
across the sea and the wilderness. 

Cyrus gave his blessing when he gave all who would 
accept it, their freedom, and he said of them, each one, “ The 
Lord his God be with him, and let him go up.” 

How had God charged Cyrus to build him a house at 
Jerusalem? Did he know that so long before he was born 
Isaiah had written his very name, and what he would do? 





| The chief man in all his kingdom, the wise man who prayed 
so much and knew God's word eo well, and helped the king 
to rule the nation, do you not suppose he told Cyrus that 


| his name was in the Scriptures, and all that was written 
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people. 

Who went back to Jerusalem? Where were the men who 
came away seventy years before? Daniel, who was young 
when he was brought to Babylon, was, in the days of Cyrus, 
avery old man. Perbaps a few very old men remembered 
when they were little children, and were brought to Babylon 
with a great crowd of captives; but most of those who were 
young men and women then were dead at the end of the 
seventy years, The young men and women, and those of 
middie age, only knew of Judah as the land of their fathers. 
They did not all of them care to leave Babylon, where they 
were born and had grown up; but all who wanted to see the 
city of David, the old home of God's chosen people, were free 
to go. Cyrus not only gave his blessing, but he helped them 
to go; he gave them money and cattle, and much that they 
needed, and told his people to help them with money and 
with goods. He gave back to them the gold and silver ves- 
sels which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from the. 
temple. Before many months they were at the old home in | 
Jerusalem, preparing to build again the temple. 

When they laid the foundation with praise and thanks- 
giving, and music of trampets and cymbals, the old priests, 
and fathers, who had seen the first temple, wept aloud, but | 
all the rest shouted for joy. Their warfare or trial was 
accomplished, their iniquity was pardoned. The story of 
their captivity can be told in a few words: 

Snned, puniihed, captive. 

Repented, pardoned, restored. 

You can put these words on the blackboard, and, by a few 
questions on each, recall what has been given. From this 
we learn 

God's word is sure. 

He will punish sin. 

He loves to pardon. 

If a beathen king so did work for God, what can a 
Christian child do? 
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ORILENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H,. HALL, 


about him? Daniel worked wisely as well as prayed for his jecture. We know who it was. Bat Cyrus was a monothe- 


ist, The Z roastrian Persians, monotheists, were now mas- 
ters of the Semitic and Hamitic idolaters, the Phonicians, 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edcmites, Amalekites (general name 
for the inhabitants of the Sinaitie peninsula), and of the 
remnants of the Canaanites and other tribes vanquished by 
Joshua, It would not be unnatural for the monotheistic 
monarch to attempt to re-settle the monotheistic Jews in the 
midst of this idolatrous country for purposes both political 
and religious. The reason why the return was not accom- 
plished under Cyrus is probably to be found in his con- 
tinued wars and his unexpected death in battle with the 
Maseage'@. His tomb at Parsagadse is still extant, and 
figured in many books; but its authenticity is now doubted 
by eminent assyriologists, who suppose, on pretty good 
grounds, that it is the tomb of some royal woman of Cyrus's 
immediate family. On the death of Cyrus, his son Cambyses 
succeeded, who invaded and conquered Egypt. Cyrus's 
other son, Bardes or Smerdis, was slain at Susa, by Prexas- 
pes, in some mysterious way; and one Gomates, who hada 
striking personal likeness to Bardes, led the Magi, fire- 
worshipers, in rebellion, about the time that Cambyses 
committed suicide. Darius Hystaspes, who succeeded to 
the kingdom, slew Gomates, the pseuds-Bardes, and left 
an account of it im three languages, in the cuneiform 
character, on the rocks at Behistfin, of which the reader 
will find a translation in Rawlinson’s Herodotus, in a 
recent volume of the series entitled Records of the Past, 
and in several other books. The slaughter of the Magi and 
Gomates was afterwards celebrated in annual festivals under 
the name of the Magophonia. The Magi, under Gomates, 
would naturally sympathize with the Baal-worshiping tribes 
to the west of them, against the pure monotheists, and give the 
mongrel Samaritan population an opportunity to resist and 
hinder the Jews in building the temple and Jerusalem. 
Observe the fine light in which thus appears the passage 
Ezra 4; 5; “ And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate 
their purpose, all the days of Cyrus, king of Persia, even 
until the reign of Darius, king of Persia.” The remaining 
days of Cyrus were spent in wars against the fierce northern 
tribes, some of them (Ge's) ancestors of the later Goths who 
troubled the Roman empire nearly a thousand years later. 
Gomates, the usurper, is not mentioned by Ezra, nor is 
Cambyses, who belonged to the house of Cyrus, and was 
busy in Egypt; but Darius, who, though an Acbemenian, is 
of a different family, and immediately succeeds the house or 
line of Cyrus. ' 

The proclamation made throughout all the kingdom was 
oral, carried by angaroi or compulsory posts or messengers 
along the roads of the kingdom, and proclaimed by the 
proper heralds. This word angaros (singular number of 
angarot), by the way, gives rise to a New Testament expres- 
sion that may as well be explained here as elsewhere. 
Matthew 5: 41, “ And whosoever shall compel thee to go a 
mile, go with him twain;” means “compel thee as an 
angaros, or king's special, speedy, compulsory pest. 

The writing into which the decree was “also put,” was 





For a life-like picture of the general aspect of oriental 
matters at the time of our lesson and a little later, it will 
not be deemed inappropriate to refer euch of our readers as 
have not the time, the inclination, or the books requisite to 
make the picture for their own minds, to a bistorical novel. 
Now-a-days no one questions either the morality or the 
utility of Scott's Ivanhoe or Kingsley’s Hypatia, as present- 
ing the people and the times in a vivid way not otherwise 
to be had, and giving a truer representation of historical 
matters than even the laborious pages of sober history. 
Religious writers have recognized the same thing; and we 
have in the chronicles of the Schinberg-Cotta family, a 
picture of the times of the German Reformation that no one 
would willingly lose who has read the book, even though | 
he knew D Aubigné's history by heart. So with the! 
romantic life of Edward Osborne, as a picture from London | 
under Mary and Elizabeth. And now the same thing has 
been done for Egypt and Persia for the times subsequent to 





the decree of Cyrus, and before the actual return of the Jews | Cyrus recognizsd or knew Jehovah is known only to God 


with Nehemiah. In the German romance entitled Wine himself, But throughout the Old Testament, we should be 
Aegyptische Kinigstochter, by the noted Professor Georg | 


Ebers, which has been translated into English with the 
title“ An Egyptian Princess,” the common reader will find 
a picture of surpassing merit of Egypt and Persia, and their 


connections with Greece, that will give more instruction | 


than the reading of many heavier books of a more sober 
character. The whole rests on the sound basis of Egyptian 
monuments and papyri, and the Assyrian and Babylonish 
relics and inscriptions, with such light as is to be had from 
ancient historians and the Bible. The notes, also, give an 
abundance of more solid references. The writer would not 
feel justified in recommending the book for a Sunday school 
library, but he would in doing 80 to a sensible reader who 
wishes light on the state of the world during the latter por- 
tion of the Captivity. 

What it was that “stirred up the spirit” of Cyrus to 


doubtless sealed with the king’s ring according to custom, 


; and as unalterable as any other of the “laws of the Medes 


and Persians.” This decree, it will be remembered, from 
Ezra 6: 1-5, remained till Ezra’s time, when it was duly 
honored by Darius. 


all the kingdoms of the earth, and has charged him to build 
him a house at Jerusalem, we are not necessarily to under- 
stand that Cyrus had a revelation or special command from 
Jehovah, any more than the Assyrian, the rod of God’s 
indignation against Judah and Israel, had a special com- 
mand for doing God's will, for which God punished the 
fruit of his stout heart. To put the royal will into the 
shape of a command from God, is the regular oriental shape 
of such things, and never misleads an oriental scholar. 
It is true, that whether Cyrus knew it or not, his hands 
were holden by Jehovah, whose will he accomplished, so 
that he was a type of Christ; but Cyrus in his inscriptions 
refers his glory to his god Ormazi. How truly or untruly 


careful to distinguish undoubted special commands or 
revelations of God from the common oriental expression 
which puts into that shape every (real or supposed) acknowl- 
edgment of the ordinary providential guidance or govern- 
_mentofGod. Even to this day common conversation, letters, 
| introdactions of books, and almost throughout in the use of 
language, there is the same ascription to God by Orientals 
of special guidance or command in the commonest affairs 
, of every-day life. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


| Tue Lorv’s Worp Futrituzy.—The fulfillment of the 
Lord's word is at onee the end and the testimony of the 
Word itself. The whole course of Providence must be 
according to the word, and cannot itself be surer than the 


When Cyrus saya that the God of heaven has given him 


, redemption. In the fature, itis the promise of redemption— 
of redemption in all its wide-spread meanings as applied to the 

| world and to the individual soul. These things are written 

_ that we might believe, and in them find everlasting life. That 

is the end of our faith, and the end of the word. God's word 

is also his chief glory, next to the Son, the incarnate Word. 

He it was who made the worlds; and the creative act bears 
the same designation. He spake, and it was done. By the 

word of God were the heavens framed. But where all the 

events that surround us, all the events in which past genera- 

tions have moved, all the events that shall be, are but the 

fulfillment of God's word, where shall we turn for special 

illustration? Shall we take any one prophecy, and see how 

first it had one typical, temporal fulfillment, then another 

wider one, then another wider spiritual one, then still 
another, till it expands to embrace all time and all the world 
below—to reach yet, perhaps, the world to come? The 
word is magnified above all his name. The word is written 
on stone tablets; but they perish, and yet the word remains. 
It is inscribed on monuments built by Joshua, graven on 
precious stones, written on tablets, on paper, and on skins— 
but all these perish, and yet the word remains. It comes 
down in the original languages, subject to the errors of the 
copyists and the myriad imperfections of a manuscript circu- 
lation—a fragment is kept here and a fragment there—per- 
secutors try to destroy it from the face of the earth—but it 
lives even to its smallest members. It is known even in its 
very least essential; and age after age gives added witness 
to its wondrous truth and its certainty of falfillment. One lan- 
guage takes it up to the salvation of myriads, and that lan- 
guage itself then dies away utterly ; but the word lives on. 
Where better shall we illustrate than in the coming of 
Christ, the grandest miracle of time? Prophecy begins in 
the garden, goes on through ages, foretelling very many 
particulars which often seem contradictory. The prophecy 
is closed at length, and so remains for more than four cen- 
turies. Then comes the fulfillment. Christ appears, uniting 
in one wonderful person all the characters prophesied, no 
matter how diverse they have seemed. His righteousness 
and teaching fill out the prophecy in a manner that could 
not be foretold, and form the basis of that kingdom so unlike 
all others in every particular that it has not only never 
ceased to stand, as prophesied, but we see that it must stand 
on those principles eternally. The minutest particulars fore- 
told of birth, life, and death are as minutely performed. The 
diverse and apparently contradictory characters of his person 
are united. He is a child, yet a God; a king, yet a despised 
man of sorrows in a low condition. Buta bare enumeration 
would fill a long space. How often we have longed that 
Jesus’ discourse to the two on the way to Emmaus bai been 
preserved ; but something at least as good is preserved: we 
may search the Scriptures, and find a startling testimony. 


Gop Promptixc —God prompts in various ways. He 
stirs up the spirit of both friend and enemy to accomplish 
his word. When the New Testament was to be written, the 
things to be revealed demanded far more delicate machinery 
of language than the old Hebrew to express all that was in 
the will of God. The gospel was to come down to humanity, 
and meet it in all its phases. God stirred up, centuries in 
advance, the whole Greek nation to such a culture of all that 
is human as never before existed. The intellectual and the 
corporeal were alike cultivated. Art and literature flour- 
ished as never elsewhere. It was not all original with the 
Greeks, but they pushed human culture to the farthest point 
antiquity ever reached. Their strong and beantiful language 
grew and shaped itself conformably, No tongue equaled it 
in delicacy and fineness. .Then, in time for the language to 
become rooted as the language of commerce and general 
intercourse throughout the known world before the coming 
of Christ, Alexander the Great was stirred up to spread this 
language by Greco-Macedonian conquest throughout the 
world. His empire went down, but the language remained. 
The altered Hebrew was the Jews’ language of the fireside, 
Latin that of the courts, but Greek that of international 
intercourse, of businers, and the markets. Thus did God 
prompt tribes and individuals to prepare for: his written 
word in the New Testament—in itself the grandest imagi- 
nable expansion and fulfillment of hisancient word. Whata 
stirring up of spirits! and how extended and “complicated, 
as well as special and particular ! 

God stirs up the spirits of his servants. Not a'ways, how- 
ever, ina way that all men love. He stirred up the spirit 
of Luther to achieve the German Reformation. He stirred 
up the spirit of Robert Raikes to establish a Sunday-school. 
He stirred up the spirit of a Welsh pastor to plant the seed 
of the now immense agencies for spreading the Bible. He 
stirred up the spirit of one holy man after another to preach 
the gospel to the heathen, to translate the Bible into a strange 
tongue. But, as in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the 
time would fail us to enumerate. Yet in all it is God who 
prompts. s 

May Dorye.—Miracles are scarce, and serve as extraor- 
dinary testimony to the word. But when God stirs up the 





issue the decree for the return of the Jews, we can only con- | word. In the past, the course of providence is the history of 


spirits of his servants, they are to do. He takes the weak 





— a 





June 8, 1878.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





363 








things of this world, and honors them with power. Theser- 
vant of God must laboriously travel over the paper with his 
pen, the printer must put the little pieces of metal together 
with labor, even then often needing the proof-reader’s supple- 
mentary help, the electrotyper must do his share, the engi- 
neer must drive the presses, the pressman’s assistants must 
feed in the paper, the folders and binders must do their work, 
the matter must be packed and directed and carried and sent 
abroad with the help of agents, porters, firemen, engine- 
drivers, sailors, and sweaty, dusty laborers; the distribution 
and selling finally brings the word to the reader, whom may 
God enlighten. But how much of man’s doing is necessary, 
and how little, yet necessary, a part of the doing is each 
one’s work. The man who used to work over a wheel: 
spending all his life in making the point of a pin, could 
hardly eay that he had a less share in the world’s work than 
some of these poeple. 

When God had stirred up the hearts of ‘the men of God to 
send the gospel abroad to the heathen in this present cen- 
tury, how marvellously, at the same time, he stirred the 
hearts of the inventors of the steamer, the railwsy, the tele- 
graph, and the other useful arts which have proved such 
powerful auxiliaries in the work. But yet how much doing 
was left to man. And how widely did God lay this tax of 
doing upon mankind! The high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
the people of the cultivated nation, and the people that were 
trodden down in ignorance and poverty—all had their share 
And then how many new agencies were thus called into play, 
and all through man’s doing. The world is mixed together 
like a maes of dough stirred up for bread. Let the good 
leaven be lively, and work to leaven the mass ! 

The preachers of the word, in and out of the pulpit, lay and 
clerical, are called to a great work; they must bring the 
word down from the bookshelves and bring it to the ears 
and to the hearts of the people. There is doing enough pre- 
pared for them ; but let them not imagine that they either 
direct or shape the work entirely. Man's doing, after all, is 
that which spreads the word; and God has ways of carrying 
his word that the historian will hereafter wonder at, and be 
unable entirely to trace. 

What a miracle is God's word in the earth, and how mar- 
velous are the means employed to secure its fulfillment ! 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


BY WILLARD M, RICE, D.D. 


V. 22. First year. His firet year at Babylon, which was 
the first year of his sovereignty over the Jews, B.C, 538.— 
Bible Com. 


. Son of Cambyses the Persian, and of Mandane, 
daughter of Astyages, king of the Medes. He succeeded 
Camb ses in the Pe go of Persia, and Darius the Mede 
(by Xenophon called Cyaxares, and Astyages in the Greek of 
Daniel 13: 65), also in the kingdom of the Medes, and the 
empire of Babylon. The prophets foretold the coming of 
Cyrus. Isaiah (44: 28) particularly declared his name, 
above a century before he was born. The taking of Baby- 
lon by Cyrus is clearly foretold by the prophets, Ira. 13, 14, 
21, 45, 46, 47; Jer. 25:12; 50,51; Dan. 7, 8—Calmet. 

Persia. The Persian empire ~~ Persia, Media, 
Babyionia and Chaildea, with many smaller dependencies, 
was founded by Cyrus, B 0. 536.— Hales. 


The word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah. See Jer. 
25: 11,12; 29:10. The seventy years of desolation proph- 
esied by Jeremiah commenced in the fourth year ef Jehoi- 
akim (Jer, 25: 1,12; compare Dan. 1: 1) or B. 0.605; and 
should therefore have terminated, if they were fully com- 
plete, in B. C. 536. As, however, the historical date of the 
taking of Babylon by Cyrus is B. C. 588, or two years 
earlier, it has been usual to foe that the Jews reckoned 
“the reign of the kingdom of Persia” as commencing two 
years after the capture of “ Darius the Mede.” But less 
Violence is done to Jeremiah’s words by regerding the term 
“seventy” as having the inexact sense usual in a round 
number, and the prophecy as sufficientiy fuifilled by a deso- 
lation which lasted sixty-eight years.— Rawlinson. 


Lord stirred up the spirit. This means an influence in con- 
sequence of which Cyrus made the will of God his own will, 
and executed it in the things under consideration. God 
gave him the resolution and the desire to execute his inten- 
tion. Compare 1 Chron. 5: 26; 2 Caron.21:16, Hag. 1: 
14— Lange. 

The hearts of kings are in his hands, and, like the rivulets 
of water, he turneth them which way he will.—Cump. Com. 


Whatever good is done, God stirs up the spirits of men to 
do it.— Martyn. 


V. 23. Ali the kingdoms of the earth. Though this is in 
the oriental style of hyperbole (see Dan. 4: 1) it was liter- 
ally true that the Persian empire was the greatest ruling 
power in the world at that time.—Fuusset and Brown. 


_ The Lord God. This decree of Cyrus immediately follow- 


ing was not merely designed for the Jews; according!y it | 
was by no means merely to becommunicated to them secretly, | 


but according to Ezra 1: 4, it was directed to all the subjecis 
of the Persian empire. All the more striking therefore is 
the open confession of Jehovah, which Cyras makes at the 
Very beginning.— Fausset and Brown, 


He hath charged. So he understood from Isa. 45: 13, and 
44: 28 — Patrick. 


To build him an house—a church or temple. It was a rea- 
onable conjecture that, on the capture of Babylon, Cyrus 
was brought into personal contact with Daniel, and that his 
Attention was drawn by that prophet to the prophecy of 


Isaiah. He probably accepted this prophecy as a “ charge ” 
to rebuild the temple.— Bible Com. 


Who is there among you, eto. With all the people of Jeho- 
vah, he also properly includes the deecendants of the ten 
tribes. Yet these seem not to have been thought ef, nor 
docs it seem that any important element of them made use 
of the permission of Cyrus,—Murtyn. 


His God be with him. The blessing thas emphatic in 
position shows that that which follows is not s0 much com- 


him should he go up and build. Besides this wish involves 
not only the permission to build the temple, but at the same 
time the concent to all that was necessarily connected there- 
with, especially the emigration to Palestine — Lange. 


Cyrus not only gave his good wishes with them that went 
(ther God be with them), but took care also to furnish such 
things asthey needed. He took it for granted that those 
among them who were of ability, would offer their free-will 
offering for the house of God, to promote the rebuilding of it. 
but he would also have them supplied out of his kingdom. 
Well-wishers to the temple should be well-doers for it.— 
Comp. Com. 


In every utsfal undertaking, all should endeavor to be 
helpful ; some by their labors, some with their substance, and 
all by their prayers; and whatever 1s done willingly, and 
from love to God and his people, will be graciously accepted. 
—Scott. 


The call and offer of the gospel are like Cyrus's proclama- 
tion: deliverance is preached to the captives, Luke 4: 18. 
Those that are bound under the dominion of sin may be 
made free by Jesus Christ. The offer is general.— Meuver. 


There closing verses are characteristic for the standpoint 
and method of the author. As he had set forth immediately 
before the divinely decreed and prophetically attested neces- 
sity of aservitude of seventy years, so he cannot but point 
at the close of his work to the final fulfillment of of this pre- 
diction. The internal organic connection of this closin 
notice, by which the fair perspective opens into a new an 
more fruitful beginning of the history of the covenant peo- 
ple after the exile, with that which was recorded immedi- 
ately before concerning the last kings before the exile and 
their downfall, is as clear as day, and precludes any such 
opinion as that the contents of verses 22, 23, stood originally 
oily at the beginning of Ezra, and were afterwards added at 
the close of the book by a iater hand.— Zéchler. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 



































Iowa, state, at Cedar Falls June 11-13 
Pennsylvania, state, at Williamsport June 11-13 
Michigan, state, at Flint........ June i8-20 
Minnesota, state, at St. Paul _June 18-20 
Texas, state, at Waco June 18-20 
Wisconsin, state, at Racine. Jane 19, 20 
Indiana, state, at Indianapolis June 25-27 
Alabama, state, at Selma___._... July 9, 10 
Kentucky, state, at Maysville......:....... July 9-11 
Georgia, state, at La Grange_.-.---.......--.-------- Aug. 23-25 
Vermont, state, at St. Johnsbury..............-..--- Oct. 9, 10 
Kansas, state, at Topeka_... ----Oct. 17-19 
New Jersey, state, at Trenton Nov. 12-14 








SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES. 


Congress at Round Lake, N. Y--..2.---- July 16-26 
Encampment at Loveland, Ohio.......---..-..------ Jaly 18-31 
Congress at Denville, N. J 
Meetings at Chautauqua Lake, N, Y-....:--.....- August 3-23 
Assembly of the North-west at Clear Lake, lowa_._ August 14-26 











WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The first open-air reunion of the New Orleans Sunday- 
school Association was held at the United States Barracks 
on Saturday, May 25. The speakers were the Rev. Dr. 
Hugh Miller Thompson ; the Rev. Messrs. W. S. Alexander, 
M. H. Houston, and John Matthews; and Messrs. L. A. 
G+rdner, W. R, Lyman, and R. H. Browne. Among the 
subjects considered were “ The mutual relations of church 
and school,” “ The superintendent at work,” “ The teacher 
at work,” and “ Aids to Sunday-school work.” The 13th 
United States Infantry band furnished the music, 

—The second meeting of the Indian Sunday-school 
Union was held at Allahabad, December 22-24, 1877; and 
its proceedings have now been published in a neat little 
volume, edited by the Rev. B. H. Badley. Eleven bodies 
were represented in the convention, as follows: American 
Presbyterian Church, Methodist Epiecopal Church, Eng- 
lish Baptist Church, United Presbyterian Church of Scot- 
land, Free Church of Scotland, Church of Scotland, Lon- 
don Missionary Society, Church of England, American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, American 
United Presbyterian Church, Woman’s Union Miesionary 
| Society. Practical sutjec's were considered at the meet- 
ings; among them being “ The unconecious influence of 
| the Sunday-echool teacher,” “The suitableness of Sun- 
day-schools to evangelistic work in India,” and “ Sunday- 
school literature.” The Union is undenominationai. Its 
president is the Rev. A, Brodhead, of Allahabad; and its 





mand as permission, a3 if he would say: His. God be with | 


secretary the Rev. B. H. Badley, of Gonda. At the Ameri- 
can Methodist Mission Press, Lucknow, the following 
, Sunday-school publications are issued : The International 
lesaons, in English, Roman-Urdu, Lithograph-Urdu, and 
| Hindi. They have been published four years, and their 
bese “has been gradually and quietly extending.” At 
present nearly 3,000 English and 3,000 vernacular lessons 
| are issued monthly. The Children’s Friend, a montaly, is 
printed in Lithograph-Urdu and Hindi, and has a cir- 
culation of nearly 1,500. The Indian Star, fortnightly, in 
Lithograph-Urdu, is designed to give to native Christians 
a rehgious newspaper “calculated to build them up in 
Christian faith, and to increase their zeal. Tais paper, as 
well as The Children’s Friend, contains lesson helps. A 
cheap Sunday-school hymn-book is pub ished in Roman- 
Urdu, Lithograph-Urdu, and Hindi, with uniform num- 
bering. In three months after their issue, five thousand 
copies were sold. The Mission Press also issues Scripture 
texts (in Lithograph-Urdu and Hindi), picture cards, and 
wall-pictures. The publication of The Indian Sunday- 
echool Journal (in Eaglish) has been ‘temporarily dis- 
continued. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
—The British Wesleyan Methodists have formally 
decided to try the International series of lessons in their 
schoo!s in 1879. 


—A large number of New England ministers report, in 
answer to an inquiry by The Congregationalist, of B ston, 
that Sunday-school work in their churches has been far- 
thered by the adoption of the plan of having one sermon 
a Sunday. 


—The new St. Augustine’s Chapel of Trinity Church, 
New York, has gathered a Sunday-school numbering 
between 700 and 800. Cuaildren are received only under 
an agreement signed by the parents. At the evening 
and children’s services the sexes sit apart. 

—A missionary of the American Sunday School Union 
in Wisconsin, who has spent about nine months on his 
new field of labor, reports these results, in part : Organized 
15 new schools ; visited and aided by donation, 18 schools, 
aided otherwise, 70; addresses, 37, other public addresses 
not included; families visited, 537; Bibles and Testa- 
ments donated, 302 ; supplies to destitute schools amount- 
ing to $42 45; sales of books and papers, $6340. He has 
also held many meetings in regions where Sunday-schools 
are lightly esteemed even by the churches, and where 
winter Sunday-schools are held only in villages. 

—Mr. John R. Morris, secretary of the Kings County 
(N. Y.) Sunday-school Association, reported to the New 
York State Convention, this week, that fifty years ago 
there were only five schools in Brooklyn, while now the 
Protestants alone have two hundred and thirty. Twenty 
years ago the largest school was that of the Lee Avenue 
Reformed Church, which had one thousand scholars. Now 
there are twelve schools reporting a membership of over 
one thousand scholars each. Nearly all the schools show 
a gain between January 1, 1878, and April 28, 1878, 
There are in the county 361 reported schools, having 
8,831 officers and teachers, 70462 members of children’s 
and youths’ classes, and 9,177 members of adult classes : 
total, 88.470. The total average attendance in 1877 was 
58 231; the number of conversions or confirmations reported, 
2,153 ; and the amount of moneys expended for benevolent 
and other purposes, $74,925.47, 


GENERAL. 


—In a recent numer of The Lucknow Witness, pub- 
lished in the heart of India, is an appreciative notice of 
Mr. K. A. Burnell’s work in that country. At Allahabad 
and Madras, daily union prayer-meetings have been 
formed; and the tour of Mr. Burnell and his brother, the 
Rev. Thomas 8. Burnell, of Madura, who have held con- 
tinuous services for two and three days at several important 
centres, has been highly successful. Private letters speak 
of the extent of the field, and plead for helpers. Ia the 
numbereof The Lucknow Witness which speaks of Mr. 
Barnell, are articles reprinted from no le:s than four 
American periodicals, including papers on the rainfall in 
Kansas, the workings of the prohibitory law in Maine, 
and the success of Mr. Murphy and his associates in New 
England. 

—The McAuley Water Street Mission, 316 Water Street, 
New York, is open day and evening, under the care of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry McAuley. Every evening in the 
year, and every Sunday afternoon, there is a religious 
meeting in its chapel. These meetings have been continued 
every evening, without a single interruption, since Octo- 
ber, 1872. The exercises are praise, prayer, reading of 
the Bible, and short personal testimonies. The meetings 
are often crowded by men who have drifted to New York 
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trom all parts of the country,—idlers, street 
vagabonde, drunkards, thieves, roughs, dis- 
charged convicts, gamblers, sailors ashore, 
fishermen, canal boatmen, and ‘longshore- 
men, The mission is supported by vol- 
untary contributions, which may be sent 
to Mr. William R. B iss, 41 West Eleventh 


Street, New York. The permanent — 


occupied by the mission was built in 1876, | 
by donations from a large number of mer- | 
cantile houses and individuals. 


—The Twelfth Annual Report of Chris- 
tian Work in the Church of the Holy 
Trinity, New York, isa remarkable state- 
ment of varied and successful parish activ- 
ity. The church (Protestant Episcopal) is 
under the rectorship of the Rev. Dr. Stephen 
H. Tyng, Jr. He has two pastoral helpers | 
and assistants—the Rev. William Hampstone | 
and Mr. George Thompson. The House of 


| 


the Evangelists maintains three lay work- | 


men in training for the evangelization of 
the masses; and supports the Church of the 
Reformation, the Chapel of the Mediator, 
three Sunday-schools, a mothers’-meeting, 
a girl's sewing-school, a young people’s lit- 
erary association, a men’s prayer-meeting, 
a book-keeping class, a daily industrial 
school, a shelter for children, a club-room 
for young men,’and other reformatory agen- 
cies. Services were held in a gospel tent, 
in 1877, until its destruction by fire, when 
they were transferred to a hall. An orphan- 
age at 149 East Fifty-third Street has 
twenty inmates. A dispensary and infirm- 
ary, supported by the Church of the Holy 
Trinity and-the (Presbyterian) Church of 
the Covenant, treated 1,280 patients, be- 
sides 346 at their homes, Six physicians 
give their free services. The Bethany 
Home, near Sing Sing, supports fifteen 
children. The Peabody Home for Aged and 
Indigent Women, Thirty-third Street and 
Lexington Avenue, has fifteen inmates, 
ranging from sixty-five to ninety-six years 
of age. The parish Sunday-school of the 
Caurch of the Holy Trinity has 54 officers 
and teachers, and 422 scholars. The after- 
noon Sanday-school has 419 members, 
The Andrew and Philip Society works 
among men, the Mary and Martha Society 
among women. The Dorcas Scciety sup- 
plies poor women with sewing. The Young 
Ladies’ Sewing Society cuts and makes 
garments for benevolent use. The Women’s 
Missionary Association concerns itself with 
foreign missionary work. A committee on 
strangers extends courtesy to visitors to the 
church, A committee on employment en- 
deavors to find places for the unemployed. 
For the year, $43 327.29 was received for all 
objects, and $42,197 80 expended. 





PERSONAL. 


—Dr. Vincent proposes to hold a Sun- 
day-school Congress in Rome, Italy, before 
his return to this country in July, 


—The Rev. Dr, George F. Pentecost will 
rest from his evangelistic labors, during the 
summer, at his home in Auburndale, Mass. 


—The Rav. Leonard Woolsey Bacon, 80 
well-known to the readers of The Sunday 
School Times, by his various contributions 
to its columns, has terminated his labors as 
stated supply of the Third Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburgh, and may hereafter be 
addressed at New Haven, Connecticut. 


—Governor A, H. Colquitt, of Georgia, 
recently kept an appointment to make an 
address at a Sunday-school convention in 
an obscure county of that state, notwith- 
standing the fact that the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, of which he was a member, must 
meet at Atlanta in his absence, 

—Mr,. Franklin Allen, of New York, 
chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the International Sunday-school conven- 
tion, sailed for Europe, with his wife, on 
Saturday, June 1, for an absence of some 





seven months. Mr. Allen will be likely to 
see the officers of the London Sunday 
School Union, with reference to the pro- 
posed celebration of the Centennary of 
Sunday-schools in 1881. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulanon of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week. The edition this week is 27,300 
copies, In addition tothis a large extra 
edition is printed, Advertisers are free to 
examine the subscription list at any time. 

Mr. Danret F. Bearry, of Washington, 
N. J., is one of the wide-awake men who 
are making things lively in the piano and 
organ trade. Mr. Beatty undoubtedly does 

a large business; and the liberal offers 
a in the full-page advertisement on 
the outside of this week’s paper will be 
sure to attract the attention of buyers. 








Tur “Lusson Hetprr” for teachers, 
published by Eugene R. Smith, 78 Bible 
House, New York; 16 large pages every 
month, filled with Explanations, Illustra- 
tions and Applications of the International 
Lessons, will be sent three months on trial 
for ten cents. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Sonas or Bevtan. New See Book for Sunday- 
schools, Price, 35 cents. Lee @ Walker, 1113 Chestnut 
Btreet, Philadelphia. 








RIGHT-MINDED, well-educated man— 

desires a respectable position. Princi 
for leaving present employment, is “Sun 
Excellent re neces. Address 


reason 
duty.” 


R, 
336 E. 17th St., New York. 





SARATOGA SPRINGS.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has Turkish, Russian, Su'pbur, Hydropathic and 
Electrical Baths, Vacuum Treatment, Inhalation of 
Oxygen, Compressed and Rarefied Air, Health Li 
ete., for the treatment of Nervous, Lung, Female, an 
other chronic diseases 





NovTHINe could be better suited for the quiet and 
thoughiful hours of one laid aside from the activities 
of life than Mra, 8. B, Titterington s bouk of beautiful 
poems, Folded Hands. It is issued by the American 
Tract Society; price. $1.00, post-paid. Send to Deposi- 
tory, 1512 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. H. N, This- 
sell, ‘District Secretary. 








Imperial Granum, 





Scribner, Armstrong & Co., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 





Rob't Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N.Y. 





SAMPLES 8.8. PAPERS free. _B. Griffith, Phila. 


WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 
PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 
USE WALTER BAKER & CO.’S CHOCOLATE, 


SEND FOR CATALOGUES to 
Cassell, Petter ‘% Galpin, New York 


ARRIGUES BROS., Phila, Pa., 8. S. ° Free. 
New Catalogue 


APPLETONS JOURNAL— Art Journal— 
Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 























ERS CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
postage. 


HARP 
enclosing 9 cents for 





for every Suntay 


My Picture Lesson ; ees 
100 100 copies, one year, diso0. ble House, 


“, GENCY OF BAGSTER & SONS’ Bibles and _ 
cations. John Wiley & Sons, 15 Astor Place, N 


MONE Yoraymse mages 


SACRAMENT AL GA 
Mailed free. 


York. 
25 FANCY Sabre wen name, l0c.; 30 

Plain or Go! Agents Outfit, ihe 150 
Styles. Hull & O©o., Hudson, N. Y. 


TR: cones “ Midwinter” Number ot Bin wogh 
the Christmas Hol 











BBATHS. Ten cents A 
Address M. E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New 








AYEAR WORTH LIVING, 


By REV. W. M. BAKER, author of“ The New 
Timothy, ” © Carter Quarterman,” ¢tc. 


12mo, Cloth, $1.50. 


The Philadelphia Chronicle-Herald says of it: 
“ This is a story that in merit ranks far above the 
average of the novels that now-a-days come in such 
from the press. It is admirabiy planned and 
excellently written. The plot is good. the incidents 
forcible and natural, and the characters, of whom 
there are a great many.drawn witha master band. 
The acere is jaid int e South, and the tale involves 
the experience of a newly chosen pastor with his 
flock. Among the incidents is a visitation of the 
yrliow fever, which is treated in a highly graphic 
manner. ‘A Year Worth yo is beautifully 
prlates on fine paper, and is handsomely bound in 


Sold by all booksellers, and sent by mail, post-paid, 
upen receipt of price. 


LEE & SHEPARD, Publishers, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


BANNERS. 


MERINO BANNERS, 18x30 INCHES. 
One side decorated 
Both 7 





SILK BANNERS, 15x30 INCHES. 
Ques side decorated.. 


These b*nners are made any co 
bottom, trimmed with patent imitation gold bullion 
fringe ap border, gold letters, any text or inscrip- 
tion, d qnenrheode ¢ oa the ends. 
Centennial meda! awarded these banners. 
Estimates given on finer work. 


CLARENCE A. HART & CO., 
133 North Third St., Philadelphia. 


RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees. 
Rustic ‘Chairs, Bird 
Houses, window ' Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stan 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 


and for ‘sale. 
Florists’ Supplies 
IN ae og 
ket in 


ora, Avy ‘shave at 





Rustic Mfe, Co., 


29 FULTON ST., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw this in. 





wy od ges Stomach with violent cathar- 
tie’D on on use { pleasant and salutary laxative, 


Tarrant’s Seltzer Aperient, 


Which acts gently, though effectively, promotes diges- 
tion and appetite, induces active circulation of the 
blood, arouses the dormant liver, and benefits the 
whole internal organism. A dose is instantaneously 

repared, and the article is refreshing and portable. 
Prove the truth of this by using it. 


SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 


PULPIT PAINTINGS. 


Por IUustr ated Sermons or Sunday-school Meetiv gs. 


E. M. Long, for 20 wage Dan pote poeesningant 
the plan of Sermons in revival 
Ee ER ER RS 
oO arge ngs e tex 
they illustrate at “4 4 top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and weanly monthly, or revival 
and loans them for wok Sey" 8 of cost. 
Subjects, of frame on w 

list of chusches now wala, okc., 
Photograp 





Rev. E. 
develop! 
effo 


roel 
—_: 





r Religious 
Letters, in script, for Pastors, § 
tendents, etc., to send to children’ filled with chil ren’s 
experierncer, Agents ts wanted for all of the above. 





ly, 
Gt, Micholes ‘cont sent as 8) ens, post- for 30 cents, 
dress. 743 Broadway, New York. 


Scribner & 
OEMS Nake banners tater wg A lyrical poems 
avy of the Internationa: 8. 8S. Lessons for 1879. 
List of lessons and tiers on application. Address 
DAVID C, COOK, 46 Madison Sireet, Chicago. 








OW A CHILD MAY. COME TO CHRIST. By 
Jobn E. Todd, D.v. “ Dr. Todd shows his father’s 
peculiar power in this much needed little tract, 
it is so simple that a litule chiid can Sent 
it; so direct that no reader can miss its purpose.” 
Price, 5 cts., 50 cts per doz. Sent by mail, olopnia, on 

receipt of ‘price. ANSON D. F, RANDOLPH & Co 
900 Broadway, cor. 20th St., New York. 


SWEET POTATO PLANTS 


Set on a warm, sandy soil sImost anywhere south of 
Maine, and dug in September, will produce an excel- 
lent a cop of nice Sweet Potatoes, and disappoint the 
potato-bugs. Send for circular to 


JOHN B.SMITH, East Hartford, Conn. 








THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT. 


FRINK’S PATENT REFLECTORS. 

Give the MOST POWERFUL, the SOFTEST, 
CHEAPEST, and the BEST Light known for 
pt Stores, Show Windows, Parlo:s, Banks, 
Offices, Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. New 
and elegant d-sigas. 

Send size of room. Get circular and estimate, 

A liberal discount to churches and the trade. 


L P. I FRINK, 551 Pearl Street, New York. 


ADIES’ LEA’ ATHER BEI LTS, 25c. to $1 00, as to 
widib and quality. Nickel back tuck combs, 
25c. en tooth-brush, 20c. Rubber redding comb, 
heavy back, 20c. Rubber hair-pins, ''c. silk ribbon, 
9, 15, 20c., for the usual widths. Rubber and nickel 
dress e.evator, attached to silk cord, 25c. morest’s 
ae tterns, 3c. for catalogue. "Any of the above 


’J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Wie tetas. reference catalogue of 8S. S 








st ees HOUSE, 
OCEAN BEACH, MONMOUTH CO.,N. J. 
NOW OPEN, 
Terms, $14 to $18 per week. 100 feet from surf. 


House in perfect orager. Take cars of Pennsyivania 
Railroad ° adelphia, 4 





to any address. F. H. Revell, Chicago 





In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times.' 





Order one Month beforehand. Orders must 
be sent not later than the 10th of this month, 
to get Class Books commencing the year with 
next mouth. Price, $1.00 per dozen. 

Order from your bookseller, or 

J. J. BENDER, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Publisher, 
Sexp 9 Cents ror SAMPLE. 


The July edition is now ready. 





NOW READY. 


OF THE 


NTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS OF ’78. 


\ 
For Third and Fourth Quarters. 


By REV. W. F. CRAFTS. 


The only book with Blackboard I'lustrations on the 
International lessons. 

Every superintendent and teacher should have it. 

 bhgss ony 50 cents. Mailed, post-paid, on receipt of 


price, b 
FAIRBANKS & CO., 44 Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 


TEE 


Scholar's Hand-Book, 


PART X. 


On the INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 
From July to December, 1878. 











Studies im Duke. 


By the REV. EDWIN W. RICE. 
Not a mere Question Book, but a 
OMPACT 
ioe PREHENSIVE 
ONVEN(ENT 
OMMENTARY 


Price, 10 cents each; 100 copies, gos, or only Fight 
Cents for Six Month 


Published and for sale by the 


American Sunday School Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Nos. 8 and 10 Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 
Nos. 73 Randolph Street, ony State St.,) Chicago. 
No. 7 Beacon Street. Bosto 

No. 207 North Sixth Street, £ St. Louis. 


THE BEST BOOKS AT LOW PRICES. 
LOTHROP’S SELECT S. 8. LIBRARIES. 


FOR SCHOLARS. 





16.30 to 


No. 7.—50 Volumes. l6mo. $20.00 Net, 


Tne books in these Libraries have been selected and 
approved by a committee of gentiemen of the highest 
character and ability. Their exc: lience as to religious 
and literary character, is thus assured. They are at 
the same time fresh and bright, and sure to be read. 
60 catalogues accompany each Library. 


Boston: D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers. 


CROWELL’S 


 Sunday-School Libraries 


No.1. For children and youth, 30 vols. 18mo....$10.00. 
No. 2 For older scholars, 15 vols. 16mo....... eee 12.0. 
No. 3. = ™ 15 vols. 16mo 

Also just issued 
No. > on Primary and Infant Scholars, 36 vols. 





No. ri "Yar Intermediate Scholars, 15 vols. 1émo. 


Special care has been taken in the preparation of 
these books, and we commend these libraries to those 
desiring an intere-ting and profitable series at a very 
low price. Send for our complete catalogue. 


T. Y-. CROWELL, 


744 Broadway, New York. 


OGANUC 
4 gas.» eh 


FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT 
27 Park Place, N. Y. 





MRS. H. B. STOWE'S 
New Novel, just out! 
$1.50. Bright and breezy 
as @ May morning. Get 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 
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Howto bea Magician. 





N illustrated catalogue of the best magical 
A apparatus, such as is used by all of the 
prominent magicians, will be mailed to any ad- 
dress on receipt of 15 cents. In case the person 
sending for a catalogue afterwards makes a pur- 
chase of any article, the cost of the catalogue may 
be deducted from the remittance. Any boy, by 
making a wise selection from this catalogue, can at 
a small outlay of money make himself very enter- 
taining to his friends. Many pleasing and puzzling 
tricks can be easily performed by an entirely new 
beginner. The catalogue should be in the hands 
of every wide-awake boy in the land. 


THOMAS W, YOST, 
35 North Ninth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


A DAY to Agents canvassing for the Bev ire 
$7 3 Fmd Yoder. Terms and Outfit Free, Ad- 
P.O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


PROF. AJ J.SCHEM’S HISTORY of the 
AR IN THE EAST 
Is the LIVE book for LIVE E agents. Has 700 octavo 


pages, 100 Engravi $3.00. Address 
D.8. GoOLSPEERD. Nev New ork or Cincinnati. O. 


Address 














5000 AGENTS WANTED for the sale of the 

“ Titustrated Lord’s Prayer,” TEN OTHER 

WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 

Agents are making from §2 to $15 per day. Ministers, 


Book and Picture Agents, and all out of employment, 
send Fa circular and terms and be popvinees 
Adi 


REV. 8. T. 
Milton, Northumberiand th = 


aa BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! 28 
BETSEY BOBBET COME AGAIN! 
New Book Ready for Agents, by 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE: 


SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL. 


Send for Circulars to AMERICAN PUBLISHING 
0O., Hartford, Ct., Chicago, Lll., Newark, N. J. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ICTORIAL. 
HISTORY or me WORLD 


Embracing full and authentic accounts of every 
nat on of ancient and modern times. end including a 
history of the rise ard fall of the Greek and Roman 
Empires, the growth of the nations of modern Eu- 
rove, the middle ages. the crusades, the feudal system, 
the reformation, ~~ Aprectan4 and settlement of the 
New World, etc.. 

It contains 672 “ane historical e agravings and 
1260 large double column pges, and is the most 
complete History of the World ever published It 
sells at sight. Send fur specimen pa and extra 
terms to Agents, = see why it sells faster than any 
other book. Addr 

NATIONAL PUBLISHING CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 














ED EMBROIDERY very scarce, but I have it 

from 7c. to 50c. yd. New arrivals of White Ham- 

burg Edging, inserting, and flouncing. Aljso the New 
Russian and Blabant Lace. Send 3c. for samples to 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsourga, Pa. 


40 MIXED CARDS, with pame '«. Agent’s 
outfit, 0c. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


6 Mixed Ceres with name. l0c. Best Offer 
ever made. W. GARDINER, Lynn, Mass. 











5O Best ed Cards, with name, in case. 13c., or 25 
no2 siikes lor. Outht 0c. Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 





2 5 Styles of Cards, 10c.-, or 10 Chromo Cards, 1 
with name; Ouéfé, 10c. J. B. Huested, Naseae Ne Y: 


25 ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name 
10e., postpaid. GEO, I. REED & 00. Nassan. N ¥ 


4 Flowered, Diamond, Watered Damask ¢ Caréa, 
not 2alike, only 10e. Name neatly printed on all, 
Star Printing Co., Northtord, Conn. 








ter) ? 
Address 


The Scholars’ Quarterly is now widely used by all denominations in every 
portion of the United States and British provinces. 
quarter of this year was 135,000 copies, not including specimen copies given awa y, 
Will you not try it in your class for the third quarter (July, August and Septem- 
Ji costs for five scholars, three months, 35 cents; ten scholars, 63 cents. 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Phitadelphia, Pa. 








visit the Grand Depot in person, 
write a letter or postal 
card, thus :— 


Samples promptly 


packages sent by express, C. O. D. 


—SPRING, 1878,— 


of every 


ever before offered. 


ORDER DEPARTMENT 
is now fully organized and in 

perfect working order for the prompt 
transaction of small or large business. 
forwarded by mail. 
Orders filled on receipt of amount, 


Opens with a larger and better assortment 


variety of Goods than we have 





Shopping Without Leaving Home. 


If you cannot come to Philadelphia and 


This will ensure you 
the same attention 
you would receive 
if you made your 
purchases in per- 
son at our coun- 
ters. 













Postage 
on Goods sent 
out is one cent 
an ounce. 


SPRING, 1078, 
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John Wanamaker, 138th & Market, Philad’a. 














higher price. 


&& nal pe 39 
New Automatic 
SILENT SEWING MACHINE, 


This machine stands PRE-EMINENT over all others 
in QUALITY and MERIT, and therefore commands a 
Persons seeking THE BEST sewing ma- 
chine appreciate its NEW AND VALUABLE FEATURES, 
together with its silence, lightness, 


swiftness, ease of 








Descriptive Circulars on application. 


working, simplicity and durability. 
ing machine in the world with NO TENSION to manage, 
and is different from all other machines in its principles 
of operation, being FAR IN ADVANCE of any. 





it is the ONLY sew- 


WILLCOX & GIBBS 8. M. CO., 


658 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 














CHURCH FURNITURE. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Copper und Tin 
for Churches, Schools, Fire 
Qierms, Farms,etc. FuLLy 


YARRANTED. Catalogue 
sent Free, VANDUZEN & TIFT, Oineinnati. 0, 








MENEELY & KIMBERLY 


Belt Founders, Troy, New York, 
Manufacture a superior vans of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELAS, 
4a" Lilustrated Catalogues sent free. 


' Le Pi ? ¥ 
MHNHKLY’S BELLS. 
The nine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since tore which have acquired a re 
tation Usequaled b y any, and a sale exceeding 
of all others. No equasten,) P. O. address, either 
y or West Troy, N.Y. 
MENEELY & CO. 











SLATE MANTELS 
Of the 
Slate Work on hand or made to 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE VE. 
JOSEPH 8 MILLER, 
to Wilson & Miller, Philadelphia, Pa. 


obits: General, p Rate for the celebrated Flerence 
Sores for Ss cooking and 4 bending Purposes 





latest and most beantiful ane. and all other 


Wanted. Send 


rT DE GARMO INSTITUTE, 


RHINEBECK, N. Y.. For both sexes, prepares 
{Rr Business oe for ‘Gite 4. Fok t particulars addtess 
the Prin DEB GA 








cipal, AMES 





Fairbanks & Co., 


OSPEL TEMPERANCE CONCERT EXERC JISE. 


Just issued. Just the thing for Quarterly Sunday (June 30). Send stamp for sample copies. 
PRICE, PER 100 COPIES, 75 CENTS. 


46 Madison Street, Chicago, Ll. 








THE LATEST AND THE BEST 


“New Home” 


LOCK-STITCH SEWING MACHINE. 


AGENTS SAY: CUSTOMERS SAY: 
“ The New Home is the “The New Home is just 
castest machine to sell ever perfect. Far superior to 
made, and gives the best any of the old pattern 
satisfaction to purchas machines. And ts price 
ers.”’ is 80 very low.” 
LOCAL AGENCIES WANTED. 
D. 8S. EWING, 
127 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





WHAT A MISTAKE YOU WILL MAKE 


fi ty a your Sunday-school room with any- 
thing bu 


The Taylor Patent Chait 


If you are planning to furnish or refurnish, send for 
Tilustrated Catalogue to - 
THE NA TIONAL SCHOOL PURNITURE co., 
liLand 133 Wililam Street, New York. 








Sacramental! Sabbaths, 





FARINA COLOGNE, 


Wicker covered, half-pints, : : 75 ets. 
(Usually sold cor $1.50.) 


Wicker covered, pints, - - «$1.25 
(Usual price, $2 50) 

Hair Brushes, Nail Brushes, Combs, ete., 
interestingly low prices. 

A thoroughly well made English Tooth Brush, 
19 cents. 

McKELWAY, Apothecary, 
(Successor to O. 8S. Hubbell,) 
No, 1410 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


YT Another battle on high prices T 
PIANO War with monopo! ists renewed ORGAN 
See Beatty’s latest Newspaper for full reply sent free. 
Before baying Pieno or Organ read my latest circular. 
Beatty’s celebrated Pianos aud Organs, beautiful 
instruments! Challenge comparison! Rivals are 
jealous of my success! Most successful huuse in 
America! Cemmenced a few years ago without a do)- 
lar, sales pow nearly $2,000,000 annually. Lowest 
prices ever given. Elegant Rrsoweed Pianos, 135, 
16-stop Church Organs, $1) ‘lremendous vargains 
WA K new ready. repens Daniel F, | yt WARK 

Wasbingten, N. 7., U.S 





The wsue for the second 


New Music Books. 


JOHNSON’S 


New Method for 


Thorough Base. 


By A. N. JOHNSON. (#1.00.) 


A remarkably clear, easy, and thorough method ot 
learning to play Church Music, Glee Music, and all 
Music containiog Chords. or that has Four or more 
Parts. All who play for other penete to sing need to 
learn to play Chords, and these Instructions, which are 
simplicity itself. and these exercises, will enabie one 
to do it, even without a teacher, thus greatly evrich 
— the fullness of the Org sn_or Piano playing. Order 

by full title, Johnson's New Method for Thorough Base. 


Winner’s Select Duets for Cor- 
netand Piano. 


(75 cts.) Like Winner's other books, it ts reliable. 
9 is well adapted to the instruments, and very 
ret 


Sunday-School Song Books! 





Good News! Each Book Shining River 
Good News has hosts Shining River 
Good News! of friends. Shining River 


No better books are published than the above two, 
which are fresh, bright. and new, hg I been out just 
long enough to — their popularity. Try one! 

35 cents each eduction Se pe 

book an post free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


CG. H. DITSON 4 CO. 
Broad 


J. E DITSON 4 CO. 
922 Chestnut 
Phfladelphia, 
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{ 
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ontins UKE THE ABOVE, 


In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pi 
Pl speaking and richl: decorated, 'can be farm ished 
a 2 : ‘= one x os our new oanprising 
ure’ rgans for village church ae 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to 5 
These Organs surpass a 
‘Power and Beaul 
Appearance and 
aa DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 
We offer for sale the following Second-hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 


No. 75. Two Manuals, 82 Stops. $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 11 Stops. 1,000 
No, 87. Two Manuals, 15 Stops. 900 
No. 88. Three Manuals, 46 Stops...___....._...... 3,000 
No. 89. Oné Manual, 12 Stops 600 
No. 91. Two € 

No. 92. One Manual, LI Stops. 

No. 95. Three Manuals, 36 Stops._._..._----__- 2,000 


HE. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the new Grand Organ for St. Luke’s 
Church ba Philadelphia, tne powerful Centennial 
Oran, and of nearly a thousand others in every 
part of tne country. 


WATERS 


& are the best ever made 























rt sto 
Shee There at haif 


stops, an 


’ order, 
used a year. ri 

Catalogues, HORACE Ws mgt Biustrated 
turers and Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, New York. 


POTTERY DECORATIONS. 


We will send free by mail, on receipt of 50 cents, 13 
full sheets of various designs, such as flowers, figures 
oft. animals, birds, etc., with foli direc a for apply- 
ing them. Sample pac kage, B cents. Stamps taken. 

MORRISON «& CO. 
4ll Myrtle Avenue, 
Brooklyn, L. I. 








“RII RT will not break or wrinkle, 
ear tyro shirts made the old way. 
On be*t, ot hed, $1.10; finished, $1.25. A good 
shirt made th~ «id way, 60 or §' 06. Patent shirt 
fronts, 20, 28,3 and 45c.' 5 white ties and two linen 
collacs for #, ug mall from 


J. D. OAKLASLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Ov PATENT * 
but willl « 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE) 


ed 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « «+ $2.15 each. 
“ 15 te 29 ad "ee « Leo * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “ 

(Which inclades 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
bas been discontinued. The price to all puaie 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest pr've at 

which it can be afforded. 
* Bu "| ~~ phepeatamidendeementes 


a year at yearly ra 

Additions may i made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional gubecrincns w expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

dabscrit bscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not saly, the post- 
office to which they ie iy sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subssription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to w © paper or 
pavers have heretofore sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tas Times to 
= friends can have specimen copies seni free 

from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS PAPER, $ .50. 


This r is designed to su’ su “yw 4 
with helps, tn the line of iiek special work 
which teachers and scholars have not access. it's 
fs pies, ony monly, and, wil and ol be sent, op receipt at 








f Tus Times who are 

vandents (inoludt in the latter 

comienes supertasen dents, & and of depart- 

— meeting in separate ), and who, when 
ordering oh cathe thet they ore ouahe” 

In sending your renewal to The 8u tendents’ 


, please mention the date to which you have 
pata for Tam 8 for Tas Sunpay ee Times, as given on the 





log OR Sus year, = > > “y'se| 5 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


ona these publ can = payment fo 
r 
the same order 
ta Jenn Baile fe follower ssi 
The outa i ie ed. 
These rates include postage, ae which is prepaid at 








s the se to secure’ 


iw rity J 
L4 RS for an Acre of the BEST me in Aberiea! 


2.000.000 A 


in Eastern Nebraska ney. ier none 
on Ag RERES | ® ONL 


ER C Fut’ iuvronnon sent es 
dress oo) DAV Is, Land Agent U. P. 


THE DI Din = CONARD CO*S 


Any 








RO ae Pot kK SES 


Hower ing, safe 
ae fs ar 


Fish he eect 
us Our witli, DINGS 


Ay Ary emntoe 
Ubester Oo, Pa. 








stributing Roses, 
ROWERS, W: 


CROWN. JEWEL SOAP. 


Trade {EP work. RE, 









hi 
MADE ONLY or 


Chas. McKeone, Son & Co, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
—Maize Flonr Toilet Seap !— 


—Maize Fiour Toilet Seap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


W scap compound thatsoothes. softens, and 
whitens, the skin. has superior washing pre- 
erties. an vanes for 


ilet elightfull pa mf cfuied and sold very ous 
where gtr at Runt dc 9 be ee 


“In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisensnt in The Gundy School Tres. 











JUST PUBLISHED. 


NEW THEMES 


Axp Mopern Genus! 
Arranged for 
CHURCH OR PARLOR 


ORGAN, 


with or without pedals. 
By ALBERT W. Bere 
Contains about 100 diff jeces, classified in an 
esr and attractive form. 
New Themes and’ Modern Ge: 
Part 2. Preludes, Postindes and Hymn Tunes, 
Part 3. Festive, Wedding, and National Masic. 
Part 4. Pluintive and Requiem Music. 

The work comprises beautiful themes arranged for 
the first time for ine Organ. and pd be found equally 
attractive to the 
tributions from the CKO of euch” masters > War 
ner, Rabinstein, Blumenthal, Barnby and others, sufi: 
clently indicate the valuable and enduring quality of 

he book Price, 2. 


GETZE’S 


NEW METHOD FOR THE 
P{ANO FORTE 


Combines all! the best features of every other work 
with much new and attractive matter. ’ Is the newest 
and best method for the piano forte ever published. 
By this method the whole science of piano forte play- 
Ing is greatly simplified and improved. Is the 
a 8 best assistant, and i on the labor of the 
- lished by. pages free . Price, $2.75. 


M.A. POND & Co, 25 Union Square, N. Y. 
ES Stranb’s Splendid iew Books! Examine them, 
= Crown o 
(B95 $5.98") Glory! 


Is filled with Gems of es S. S. Songs that 


will ** never grow old !” 
with it. 'Tis a charming b 


The Convention 
Gbetoand Choir. 


ees Anthems, Chants, 
peel ral te, that “DeLicuT THE 
Sincers!’’ Supply your Choir. 

"Either book sent on receipt of price. 
Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, MoCLURG & CO., Chicago, Illy 


JOY BELLS 


For the Sunday School for 1878. 


By Vy. A. OGDEN. 
20,000 Printed to supply advanced orders. 
New Hymns and new Melodies; same style a 
“Crown Life,” 160 pages. Price $3.60 per dozen, 
covers. One sample copy, board covers, for 25 
tts. Specimen pages free. NOW READY. Address, 
W. W. WHITNEY, Publisher, Totepo, Onto. 


NOW READY? ! New! al! 
BY mee 
R. an 
ot supply your w singing books, until 
je nave examined and na tested the book. It is by ‘tar Ptlie 
best for SUNDAY fopoowe . PRAYSR-MEETINGS, and 
Home Circies. Itis fall of contributions ALL 208 
REST authors of Sunday-school music in the coun % 
Children, Teachers, Superinendents. Pastors, Parew 
all say — want it. ? Ana everywhere. Sample pages 
free rhe Siri ret 50 per dozen, by mail, 
Address Saks BOOK % ‘ON RRN . Oskalocsa, lows, 
®t 0. DITSON & CO., Boston, and New York. 











seply your School 


Send for re of Straub’s Normal Institute for 18 
Ma u Apeay “sons APq 10J eH auV1000M 











SEND FOR SPECIMEN PAGES OF 


x Gitiakess “Tarniuge 
te 














i] 
The Best Sunday-School Music Book, 
Specimen Pag es Free; Songs Copy, 3 Cents; 


Per Dezren, xo ah expre 
tr on. PUBS, OLNCIANATI, 0. 


FILLMORE 
AGREAT OFFER!! tte utcce tera 
ing these hard 
times dispose of 1 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
tower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Hl. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, 7-octave, $130; 
7 1-3-octave, Met Organs, | 7 stops, 
$65; 8 ver oe 3; 12 stops, $85; 
crsh, in per st iSuaes not used f year. 
Sheet music at hat price. HORACE 
WATERS. & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, N. Y. 


If COSTS YOU. NOTHING 


for wé send yew 4 on ten 


wal and solid sd, pay fragt bath wage if ouaruod Reeds, 12 ‘Blops. 
PRICE, $67.00. 


ALI hand at the Steam of 
[EORE. BOWLBY & O0.. Washington A.J. 


))S=eae 
address 


For circulars 
B. TOURJEE, Boston, Mass, 


Seas Romeo. ‘SONGS WANTED, 


rthem. For ticulars addreas Burean 
of 8. 8. Music, # Madison Street, Chicago, ” 
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SACKAMENTAL SABBATHS. 








RE bore ei 


schools as will enable them to select with perfect 
safety. Apply to 


Thu 
be build 


of material) to all matriculants of the __ r dress 
RAC 


Bohol Tunes, and Rev. 





EDUCATIONAL. 





American and Foreign 


TEACHERS’ AGENCY. 


"E8808. yo ap Principals, Tutors, 
3 fr every department of 
instruction. “Young gentlemen wishing to prepare 
for fall examinations can be guaranteed a thorough 
reparation, elther at their own homes or at an attrac- 
five aummer home of the tutor. 


chine eb Professor: 
Governesses 8 


FAMILIES going abroad can be accompanied by 
Compan 3, Or Governesses of the highest 
reputation and ety. 

AhEE TS can receive such information about good 


MISS M. J. YOUNG, 
23 Union Square, New York. 





WOMAN'S MEDICAL COLLEGE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 


The Twenty-ninth Winter Session will open on 
October 3, 1878, in the commodious new 


i 
Clinical — is given in the Woman’s Hos- 
gies. yt = amma Willis, Philadelphia, and Ortho- 
le H 
Goring | a ot Lectures, Practical Demonstra- 
tions, and Winter Quizzes are free (except for expense 


HAEL L. BUDLEY, A.M., De 
North College Avenueand Twenty- -first St., *Phila.; Pa. 





NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
ELOCUTION and ORATORY. 


1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Summer term opens July 8 Special opportunities for 
Teachers. Send for cntalo e and circular of Special 
Summer Course, J. W.SHOEMAKER, A.M., Pres. 





OME SCHOOL = YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, paleteiphio. 
Best watventanss tora shorough, “ ucation. Refers by 





Trumbull henge ft Sund: 
8. W. Dana, 400 e Street, 


Philadelphia. For circulars, ef 
MRS. J ai a Principal. 





REENWIOH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 
and Commercial College. Founded 1802. ASea 
Lm og for both sexes. On direct ry woe from 
New York to Boston. For re address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., BE. Greenwich, R. I, 


TEACHERS WANTED & Septem oe 
Teachers of Classics, Mathematics, Sciences, Modern 
jengeces’. Lo a ae ae supplied with 
) Ca n 
PINCENES eS RUENCY o Utes Bae ee ee 








et ACADEMY FOR 


YOUNG LADIES. 

Year commences September 10. For circulars and 

admission apply to Miss Annie E. Johnson, Principal, 
Br. adford, Mass. 


fPvcate YOUR DAUGHTERS! 


Give them all the advantages of vay College 
by securing a home in Wellesley village. 
Desirable residences for sale by 
CHARLES B. DANA, Wellesley, Mass. 








NCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Rest _eaventnans in Literature, Science, Lan. 
guages, Pain ing. op Music, 
REY. D. STD H. MOORE, D.D., President 





OLDEN HILL SEMINARY for vo Ladies, 
Setekee pore, Conn, For circulars, address the 
Miss EMILY NELSON. 








3 OSBORN'S- 


iVi MAt Ur 


Al ESTIN 


UNIVERSALLY ACKNOWLEDGED TO BE THE BEST, 





Size, 6xq feet, colored, on rollers, net to schools, $10.50 
“ “ “ i it) aT 3. ° 


Address, AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
62 MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 


Case's 8 Bib le Atlas 


16 wie Full Pag. Page Quarto beautifully printed in 
colors with Explanatory Notes a ndex. Accurate, and up 
to the times. bee tp ie > gre ‘by mail. price, $1.00 
mee ee a ait, ent by mail, price, 

5 TWA NEED Sette Papidly. Terms Liberal, 
add 0. ra F Cant & Co.. whecushare! Hartford, Conn. 














For Sale or Rent. 


In_ Plymouth Serge County, Connecticut, on 
the Naugatuck modern-built house 
? recuse) with barn and. two acres of land. Price 


ow. 
RAGE FENN, 
Plymouth, Conn. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 
Southern PITOH PINE Mishigen d Canada, 
WHITE FINE AND BARD WOODS, Building 
and ag an BER. Lumber for export. 
cut mension and Vessels furnished. Alsc 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, —_— 
ings, ete,, for trimming churches and dwell. 


in. 
oe Piease send for estimates, 
x P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New York, 


Great Reduction in Price. 


CAXTON oiie ana: 


ey og ae TH 


io ponte the 
ni ay 
from ss K tam p Prete Ay 
Curtis & Mitchell. 15 F Bt 
Boston, Mass, Established 1847. 


TYPE FOR] ALL! AT THE LOWEST PRICES, 
aTHE NATIONAL TYPE CO, 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


HE THAT COMETH. 
(By Adelaide Anne Procter.] 


Who is the angel that cometh? 
Life! 
Let us not question what he brings, 
eace or strife ; 
Under the shade of his mighty wings 
One by one, 
Are his secrets told; 
One by one, 
Lit by the rays of each morning sun, 
Shail a new Hower its petals unfold, 
With the mater? hid in its heart of gold, 
We will arise and go forth to ey him, 
Singly, gladly, with one accor 
“ Blessed is he that cometh 
In the name of the Lord!” 


Who is the angel that cometh? 
! 


Look at his littering rainbow wings ; 
o alloy 
Lies in the radiant gifts he brings, 
Tender and sweet, 
He is come to-day, 
Tender and sweet ; 
While chains of love on bis silver feet 
Will hold him in lingering, fond delay ; 
Bat greet him quickly, he will not etay, 
Soon he will leave us, but though for others 
All his brightest treasures are stored, — 
“ Blessed is he that cometh 
In the name of the Lord!” 


Who is the angel that cometh ? 
Pain! 
Let us arise, and go forth to meet him. 
Not in vain 
Is the summons come for us to greet him. 
He wili stay 
And darken our sun; 
He will stay 
A desolate night, a weary day; 
Since in that shadow our work is done, 
And in that shadow our crowns are won, 
Let us say still, while bis bitter chalice 
Slowly into our hearts is poured,— 
“ Blessed is he that cometh 
In the name of the Lord!” 


Who is the angel that cometh ? 
eath | 

But do not shudder, and do not fear ; 

Hold your breath, 
For a king'y presence draweth near ; 

bold and bright 
Is his flashing steel, 

Cold and bright 
The smile that comes hike & starry light 
To calm the terror and grief we feel ; 
He comes to help and to save and heal ; 
Then let us, baring our hearts and knecling, 
Sing, while we wait this angel’s sword, — 

Blessed is he that cometh 
In the name of the Lord!” 





DECENCY AND ORDER AT 
FUNERALS. 


[From a sermon by the Rev. T. ©. Jerome, at 
Patchogue, L. I.] 


I desire to protest against ihe prevalent 
custom of exposing the face of the loved one 
to the gaze of all in the congregation who 
may choose to come and look. 


When we are alive and strong, and fair in 
the beauty and eloquence of the “human 
face divine” above ali other images.o{ God, 
nevertheless, then, we regard it an imperti- 
nence for a stranger or casual acquaintance 
to stare at us. Andif it so be that our 
features are marred by accident, disease, or 
natural deformity, the more is it counted 
the part of courtesy and true kindness that 
even our friends should not allow their 
gaze to rest upon the blemishes of our 
countenance, 

Then, how much the more when all health, 
gospel, and soul has forever departed from 
the fleshly tabernacle; when it lies so soon 
alter the supreme material diahonor and 
discomfiture of the earthly estate, the last 
enemy having oe eg nae over the flesh and 


set his stamp upon it,the worm already 
commencing to feed aweetly, earth to return 
to earth, fer to dust, ashes to ashes,— 


then to bid all the curious or careless to 
linger to look and hasten to talk, is an 
ignominy and insult to thoee whom we have 
ioved, ave not some of you dreaded 
it for yourselves? And was there ever 
a husband who may thus have had the 
face of a wife laid bare, or parents of 4 
maiden daughter, but that an added invol- 
untary pang and ane thrilled them as 
the crowd passed b vy? 

“It is sown in corruption,” the text says. 
Shall strangers be suffered to look upon 
that corruption? “It is sown in dishonor.” 
Shall strangers behold the dishonor of the 
flesh still so sacred and dear to kindred a8 
having been but yesterday the loved one’s 
tabernacle ? 


Such ng of a crowd upon the desd 
can et coon te me very ike the mn of 





nd 


ave 


ver 
the 
f a 
vol- 
, as 


ays. 
{pon 
or.” 
—- $he 
sd a8 
one’s 


dead 


n of 


June 8, 1878.] 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


367 








Nosh’s second-born who looked upon his | 
father’s nakedness ; wherefore was it written 
through all time,“ Cursed be Canaan.” 
Supreme nakedness, dishonor, defeat of the | 
fiesh, is this when the spirit has forsaken it ; 
as called in the word of God, “ unclothed ” 
(2 Cor. v. 4), “not for that we would be 
unclothed but clothed upon, that mortality | 
might be swallowed up cf life.” O brother | 
men | I beg you let us henceforth keep the | 
crowd away from the sacred dust of our | 
loved ones, when that dust has been | 
“ unclothed.” 

But it will be urged that, apart from the 
family circle, there may be many friends in 
the congregation who will wish a last look 
at their deceased friend. Yes, that is what 
I wish of my friends! And therefore I will 
not look at that poor clay in its coldness, 
corruption, and cerements; lest it should 
take the place to me of the features of my 
friend, as I last saw them in life, ia 
beauty, health, and soundness, or at least 
in the presence of the sprit, which is the 
only real beanty or powerof man. For the 
very reason, I say, of wishing to remember 
our friends, we ought not to wish to look 
upon their corpses. 

And further, beside this special reepect 
of exposing the faces, I desire to urge, so far 
as my influence may extend, a more com- 
plete change in funeral customs, a change 
which has already largely prevailed in New 
England ; namely, that ordinary funerals be 

rivate, with only kindred and, perhaps, 
ide, a very few of the most intimate 
friends present. When, indeed, a public 
personage passes from earth, or some mother 
in Israel whom all the community of the 
church may wish to honor, let a public 
memorial service be held, as upon this occa- 
sion. But at any such service it is no more 
requisite than it is to-day that the remains 
of the dead be brought into the place of 
ublic assemblage. Those remains, as [| 
ave said, are ever the sacred possession of 
the few who in life were alone accustomed 
and entitled to look fondly and familiarly 
into the face of even the public man. And 
this public service may the more fitly be 
held and the eulogies pronounced several 
days or even weeks afterward, as is the 
ee custom in our State or national assem- 
1€8, 

At least let the public services be separate 
from the private, with the nearest of kin not 
required to attend the former. How is it 
now recognized by a merciful provision of 
society, as the privilege of the broken- 
hearted, for even months afier their sore sor- 
row, to abeent them from public places, 
Then how incongruous the custom which, 
upon the second or third day, in the first 
reaction of fatigue and poignant pain, com- 
pels especially the women of the household 
to make or borrow entire sombre uniforms 
of a distinguishing dress, and become the 
most conspicuous personages in a public 
parade ! 

The expense of public funerals has been 
often condemned by Christian teachers ; and 
indeed it is worthy of condemnation. It 
brings a very heavy burden upon the poor, 
a3 especially upon poor widows and orphaned 
children, that just then, when the stay cf 
the household has been taken. they muat 
incur an additional d«bt of fifty or one 
hundred dollars for coffin, hearse, and car- 
riagea. Certainly we agree that such fami- 
lies ought not to be thus burdened. But 
how can they in the first sensitiveness and 
abandonment of utter bereavement, bear the 
imputation of any seeming least lack of 
respect or affection for their dead? The 
only remedy is that other families in better 
circumstances shall set the example of sim- 
plicity and privacy. 

There are enough places and times for 
the nch to display their possessions. Their 
fine clothes, carriages, and bouses are not 
wrong in themselves. If the rich have 
honestly come by these handsome things, 
and are correspondingly lavish in charities 
and ail good works, then their luxuries may 
be a benefit to the whole community and 
country, and a harm or wrong tonobody. But 
to make such display or expenditure at a 
funeral is in itself a harm and wrong. 
Because, I say, a funeral is the one place 
where poor people cannot economize,—can- 
not have moral courage enough to fall much 
behind the fashion of the village. 


And the sin is especially ours, fellow- 
Christians, if we countenance such customs, 
Let there be'fashion, style, and show every- 
where else, if there must be,—let the poor 
even be kept away from the house of God 
because they cannot wear as fine clothes 
a8 supposed Christian ladies and gentlemen 
wear; but let not extravagance, pomp, or 

ashion have any place when man ia borne 
to ns long home and the mournets go about 
the atreetes. 
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PROVE ALL THINGS. 


ON TRIAL, 


For 20 CENTS, we will send 


for 3 MONTHS, ONE COPY oi 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 


For 50 CENTS, we will send for 3 MONTHS, 50 COPIES of 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 








JARCY S248 CIGRTICON 
_+ With New Improved and Carefully Selected 

MEE MAGIC LANTERN SLIDES. 

Z. MARCY, 1840 Chestnut rn 





an 
for public ute, they stand 





€ free. Catalog 10 cts, 
Sciopticon Manual, éth Fd 75 cts. 
Specimen Scientific Slide, 25 cta 








NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON, 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 
City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 r. m. 
Connecting with Express Trains at New London 
via New York and New Railroad . for 
Blackstone and Boston and via Worcester for 
Emenbate, er Jun Lowell, Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Co etc. 
Express Train for Boston leaves New London 
at4 a. um. 
PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4. mu. for Worcester and all points North, arri 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.=., and Bangor at 7.00 rp. = 
Accommodation Train leaves New London at 
54.™., for all stations on New London No 
Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, an: 
New York and New England Railroads. 
FREIGHT. The new and Le freight and 
ger (iron) st City of Lawrence will run 
in connection with steamer City of Boston, and 
steamer City of Norwich, in connection with 
steamer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays 


excepted. 
a&@ Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 





For further information inquire of 
W. H, TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, N. Y: 


New Line to New York. 
Bound Brook Route. 


Express Trains to New York 2} Hours. 


Trains for NEW YORK and THE EAST leave 
North Pennsylvania l-epot, Third and Berks St 
at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M.; 1.30, 3.30, 5.30 P. M., and 
midnight. 


PARLOR CARS on 7.30 A. M. and 1.30 P. M. trains 


For TRENTON, 7.30, 9.30. 11.30 A.M,, 1.30, 3,30, 4.15, 
5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 

For Yardley, Hopewell, Pennington, snd Delaware, 
and Bound Brook Railroad, at 8.15 9.00, and 11.30 A.M. ; 
3.30 and 5.30 P. M.; and 12 midnight, 


FOR LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, OCEAN BEACH, 
9.30 A. M., except Sundays. 
TICKET OFFICES. 
434 Chestnut Street, 732 Chestnut Street, 1351 Chest- 
nut Street, and Berks Street Depot, where Guide 
Books and Time-tables giving particulars, can be 


collected and checked to destination by 
press, 101 South Fifth St. 


ELLIS CLARK, General Agent. 


WAR NER BROS’ CORSETS 


justly celebrated for their style 
ond workmanship. An sylaad 


HEALTH CORSET, 


With Skirt Supporters ana fer. 
pads, hasa world-wide reputation. Priee $1 50 
Their Nursing Corset ‘8 tbe deiightot 
. every motner, rice, $1.15. Their new 


Flexible Hip Corset, 
(120 bones), is warranted not ,to bresk 
down overtbe hips. Price, $1.25, 

For sale by leading merehanisa, Samples 
sent by mail va receipt of price. 


wes Warner Bros, £51 Droadway, N. ¥. 


gaseous water: recommended 
SE LTZ. Fanaa faculties 8 as among the 


best hygienic beverages. to keep the digestive organs 
in a healthy condition, Served in these handy Siphons 
ey can be always at hand, being a most 
refreshing drink, causing no heaviness as dves 

. can & taken by themselves, 
leasant syrups. Their use tends to 
and to keep the head clear; they 
arean auxiliary of health and temperance. Franco- 
Mig. 637 North t5th &t., hia. Agents 

natural mineral water, which reeves 


Mann’s 














, headache, rheumatism, maierivs 
ney diseetts, Send order by postal card, 4... 


TEE 


Chautauqua Assembly Herald 


A forty-eight column paper in quarto form will 
be published at Fairpoint as the official organ of 
the National Sunda: ool Assembly and Scien- 
tific Congress from June, 1878, monthly, through 
the year and daily (Sunda cuneptell. through 
the sessions of the Assembly in August of every 
year. This r will contain exact steno- 

aphic reports of all the proceedings of the 

ssembly, including all the scientific and literary 
lectures and sermons, and also reports of class 
instructions, drills, ete., ete. 
REV. T. L. FLOOD, A.M., Editor. 

Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., will edit a d - 
ment of Normal Class work, and Rev, L. H. 
Bugbee, D.D., President of Allegheny College, 
has been engaged to Pee & commentary or 
analysis of the International Sunday-school les- 
sons for each Sunday of the year for this paper. 

Twenty thousand copies of the were 
issued agan advance sheet on April 8 which 
contain a | amount of information in regard 
to the Assembly to be held in August next. 

Subscription price ( postage paid), cash in ad- 
vance, per annum, $1.60. 

When 5 or more subscriptions are ordered at 
one time, $1.40. 

Single copies, 6 cents each, 

For advertising, subscriptions, or single 
copies, address 

M. BAILEY, Publisher, 
Jamestown, N. Y. 


A REMARKABLE WORK! 


A MIRACLE IN STONE; 


OR THE 


GREAT PYRAMID OF EGYPT. 


BY JOSEPH A. SEISS, D.D. 





12mo, cloth, extra, black and gold, ~< $1.25. 


“Dr. Seiss’ work is more fascinating than any 
romance.” — The Churehman, N.Y. ‘We recommend 
this remarkable book to every one who wishes to 
inform his own mind, or to instruct others, and hope it 
may be haba g circulated. — Episcopal Recurder. “One 
of the most instructive books we have ever read.”— 
Bvening Travelier, Boston. 


PORTER & COATES, Publishers, 
822 Chestnut 8St., Philadelphia. 


True Economy in the ase of a Dictionary, is to 
get the BEST, the STANDARD. 


Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 


{ Waister's Dictionary. 1 


Contains 18.000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of ay hts and M 

Abbreviat' ‘ords, Phrases. Proverbs, 
etc., from the Greek, Latin,.and Modern Lan- 
pusaes, Morocco Tucks, Gilt edges. For sale 
oeoo.” generally, or by mail, on receipt 


IVISON. BIAKEMAN, TAYUOR & CO., 
PUBLISHERS 


WenreTer's ScHOOoL DICTIONARIES, 
138 and 140 Grand St., New York. 


BIBLE COMMENTARY. 


By JAMIESON, FAUSSET, and BROWN. 
CoMPLETE EDITION. THE LaTEST AND Brest. 
1600 Super-royal Octavo Pages. Mlustrated. 

Commended by the ablest divines of al] denomina- 
tions. Dr. P harp bt | = a is the ee eae Com- 
mentaries, and a marvel of cheapness.” » MeCosh 
says: “It is the work of bighly competent scholars, 
useful — and people. 

Price within the reach of everybody. 
A wanted, For full iculars address 
8. 8. SCRANT & CO., Hartford, Conn. 
A sixteen- 


THE SERMONIZER. 4 tixteen-pese 


reschers. Brimful of bomil+tical matter, fresh and 
ll of life, 50 cents a year; sample, 6c. Rev. 8. T. 
uck, Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit ec) ~ nage ted 600 kinds 
Cree timent Cards— 


‘ext 
Vv Desire Cards—and H 
orse Garde _Good Desire Garde —and Hyranal 
J. H. BUF- 
ities in Fine 

















Bible 
RD’S SONS. Publishers of Novel 
Arts, 14] to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Maza. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE CO., of Philadelphia. 


ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,280,723 46. 
The Penn \s a purely Mutual Company. All o: 
its surplus premiums are returned to the members 

, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest 

f— All policies non-forteitable for their 

value. winent policies issued at life rates. 

SFcee wanted. opely, to BH. 8S. EN*, 

President, Chestnut St., Phila- 
deiphia, Pa. 











1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, Assets, $1,704,481.36 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM, G. CROWELL, Secretary, 

JORN L. THOMSON, Ass't Secrearv 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 
Best quality W4SH BLUE, and most liberal measure 
?. 8. WN. TBERGER, Proprietor, @ 
2¢ North Second Street, Philadelphia. 


1877. 














Cardinal, Seal-Brown Cards, 
25 par Ry a ad Taln0s Hedsou WY 
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THE OLD HOMESTEAD, 


At Mount Lebanon, Hunterdon County, N. J., 
the residence of George W. Beatty, Esq., and the 
birthplace of Daniel F. Beatty, of Washington, 
New Jersey, U.S. A. 

We clip the following from Reminiscences of 
the Schooley’s Mountain Musconetcong Valley 
and early life of Mr, Daniel F. Beatty: 


‘The farm consists of some one hundred and 
fifty acres, all under a high state of cultivation— 
extensive barns and outhouses, and a general 
look of tidiness which bespeak the prosperous, 
well-to do farmer. Away off in the filmy blue 
distance we discern the famous Delaware Water 
Gap, another popales resort for the elite of New 
York and Philadelphia. 

At this juncture the distant rattle of the old 
farm wagon announced the approach of Mr. 
George W. Beatty, his father, a man of some 
sixty years of age, or thereabouts, I should 
judge. It was not long before we found our- 
selves diving into the biography of the family, 
and the old gentleman, taking off his hat to cool 
off, and occasiona'ly drawing bis tanned and 
weather beaten hand through his silvered hair, 
as if to occasionally remind himself of some of 
the incidents connected with the biography of 
the family, which I was desirous of getting at in 
as concise a form as possible. His great-grand- 
mother was a native of Germany. 

James Beatty, his grandfather, came from 
Treland, and was eighty-+ight years of age when 
he died, while General John Beatty, his brother, 
is chronieled in history as having fought with 
honorable di-tinction nnder General Washington 
in the Revolutionary War. 

George W. Beatty, the father of our present 
sketch, married when quite a youns man, and 
brought up a family of ten children—four girls 
and six boys. Of the boys, Daniel F. was the 
third child and at an early age displayed such 
business tact that he was delegated by bis father 
to attend to all his financial affairs. The other 
sons—Captain Mansfield H. Beatty fought in the 
war for the Union under General Meade, having 
command of a company of the 40th N. J., Ist 
Brigade, 1st Division, 6th Army Corps, and was 
engaged in the battle of Hutches’ Run, siege of 
Petersburg, and at the surrender of Lee at 
Ameena: while Wellington, the youngest, is 
siill on the farm. 

Having procured all the information of inter- 
est to the general reader, we bade the old gentle- 
man good-bye, and whipping up our horses we 
soon came to the old country meetin’ -house. 





VIEW OF MOUNT LEBANON METHODIST 


EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 


Where Mr. Daniel F, Beatty was organist when 


but a mere lad (upon the site cf which is now | 


being erected a fiue edifice. the bell and organ of 
which is apresent from: Mr. Daniel F Beatty), 
around whose sacred portals sleep the honored 
dead of long ago, whose crumbling tombstones 
teach us that 

“The boasts of heraldry, the pomp of power, 

And all that beauty, all that wealth ere gave, 
Await alike the inevitable hour— 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave.” 

We pause to take in the grandeur of the scene 
—the valley spread out beneath .us rolling away 
in gentle unda!stions into the filmy biue until 
distance lands enchnntment to the view. 

About one hundred and fifty feet from the 


ae 


| 
| 


THE OLD EIGHT-SQUARE SCHOOL-HOUSEB, 


Where Mr. Beatty received his early and only 
education, bis future attainments being the result 
of his own unaided efforts. Mr. Beatty is in fact 
a self-made man. This old school-house was 
denominated by some of the boys as “ The Old 
Stone Fort.” 

Repairing in the morning to the large and 
extensive Piano and Organ Warerooms of Daniel 
F. Beatty, I found the gentleman seated in his 
reception parlor, busily engeged with a multi- 
tude of papers promiscuously strewn before him 
on a handsome rosewood desk of the latest 
design, flanked to the right by his private safa, 
while over his desk our eye catches the stranger's 
watchword, ‘‘ Welcome!” and under it a hand- 
some oil painting of the Falls of Niagara by 
moonlight I was, to tell the truth, hardly pre- 
pared to find myvelf ushered into bis sanctum 
ganctorum, and discover its richly caparisoned 
appointments arranged so admirably. 


73- Reminiscences of the Schooley’s Mountain 
Musconetcong Valley and the early life of 
Daniel F. Beatty, of Washington, N. J., with 
large Illustrated Newspaper giving full informa- 
tion in regard to his immense business, will be 
cheerfully sent to any address free, upon applica- 
tion, by addressing 

DaAnieL F. Beatty, 
Washington, New Jersey, U.S. America. 





DANIEL F. BEATTY, 
Or Wassrneton, New Jursey, U.S. A, 


SPECIAL INVITATION 
To all to visit him at his place of business; 


If not as represented, railroad fare paid both ways 
and @ piano or organ free! Many agents ipterested 
directly or indirectly in the make of other instru- 
ments are continually misrepresenting me and my 
justly celebrated Pianos and Organs; in erder to 
refnte what they may have said, and in order to give 
you unmistakable evidence that al! I say in regard to 
my business is strictly true, l extend to you a cordial 
invitation to visit me, avd if you can make it conven- 
fen. bring a disinterested professional Pianist or 
Organist with you, and give ‘my instrpments a thor- 
ough test. I shall take pleasure in having the action 
of any Instrument you may select taken out and 
apart, in order that you may, more satisfactorily 
examine the reeds, bellows, and everything pertinent 
to its construction, as [ am sure such an examina- 
tion will result im your pronouncing them the most 
perfect and durable, and all I claim th -m to be—in 
regard to style, action, and tone, After visitiog my 
offic-s, warerooms and workroom, éetc., at this city, 
then it would afford me still greater pleasure to have 
you visit the main factory (see Advertiser supple- 
ment for cut of it), and see the vast number of instru- 
ments I am daily shipping from it, the per fect system 
in which every department ts conducted. The various 
parts and perfect working of the machinery—and 
then, if you denounce me or my system of doing 
business, or if I do not give you the most conclusive 
evidence that what [ say to the world through my 
different mediums of sdvertising is true, I will make 
you @ present of @ Piano or Organ; and pay railroad 
Tare both ways. 

If you favor me with a visit, write, or telegraph me 
upon which train you will arrive here, and my car- 
riage Will be at the depot to cohvey you to my offices, 
| and while you remain here you will be my guest. 

This will. give you an opportunity to examine the 
thousands of testimonials on file, and open for your 
inspection, fm regard to the superiér, qualities of my 
| celebrated - instruments; and also afford you an 
opportunity to inquire concerning my responsibility, 
| etc. Your obedient servant, 

DANIEL F. BEATTY, 
} Washington, New Jersey, United States of America, 





A $1,000 PIANO FOR ONLY - $275.50. 
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BE ATTY PIANO, GRAND SQUARE. Style No. 202. Magnificent Rosewood Case, new and 
ve ELIE Vaiuabie improvement over Styles 66 and 6644. Elegantly finished. Three 
Strings Weght, when boxed, over 1,000 lbs. Seven one-third (7 |-3) octave, full agraffe scale, rosewood 
case, all round corners, bee utiful carved legs and lyre, beavy :erpentine and top mouldings all around the 
case, back finished same as front. New serpentine, with Beatty’s very latest full iron frames, bars and 
extra braces, im proved new scale, overstrung bass, French grand action, fret desk. carved pedal, solid rose- 
wvod mouldings, ivory key tronts,capped hammers. agraffe trebie,and every improvement which can in 
any way teud to the perfeetion of the instrument bas been added. This iustrument is a magnificent Pano 
forte. B@ This offer may appear fabulous to the experienced pianist or competent judge, but I mean every 
word of i. [t is a special offer, more liberal than any other manuiaciurer can safely make on an iustrument 
containing the same superior qualities, and were it not that [ du business on a strictiy cash basis, | would not be 
justified in making it. In presenting this instrument to the world at the very iow price, I do so with an eye 
to the future. Knowing its introduction in any locality will result in making many sailer, its style must be 
admired, and its intrinsic qualities highly endursed. Jt cannot be sold for ene dollar less, 


AGENT'S REGULAR RETAIL PRICE, - - - us 


In order to have this beautiful Instrument introduced at once, I have, 
after many days’ consideration, concluded to offer it for only + 


$1,000 00 


$275.50 


Warranted for ten years, and sent on half month test trial. Money returned and freight charges paid by 
me both ways if not as represented or in any Way unsatisfactory, Can you discover anything touching fraud 
or dishonesty cennected with the above ofler? You certein.y cannot; but on the contrary, you must receive 
conclusive evidence of my honorabie d+ aiings, which an intelligent resder must consider a stern rebutter to 
the allegations that have been asserted against me and my instruments by prejudiced and unprincipied per- 
sons in the trade, who combine against me for no other cause than that my low prices have “ driven them to 
the walt.” My prices are made with a view of benefiting pe ple of almost any circumstances, and I hope 
you will manifest your appreciation of my efforts, not by giving me your patronage oniy, but by your kind 
efforts in assisting me whenever a proper occasion May present itself. 





READ WHAT IS SAID CF BEATTY’S CELEBRATED PIANOS AND CABINET ORGANS. 


Rev. Chas. Wheeler Dennison, Washington, D. C , husband of the famous authoress, Mrs. M. A. Dennison, 
writes: ‘I bave great pleasure in informing you that the piano and organ have been recrived, and that they 
both give us the highest satisfaction. Allow meto refer you to the accompanying note from Mrs, Dennisin, 
which, I wili add for your information, is entirely a voluntary tesiimony on her part. Anything further I 
can do to sefve you shali be cheerfully and promptly done by 


Your obedient servant, CHARLES WHEELER DENNISON.’, 


Mrs. M, A. Dennison, Washington, D.C, the famous asuthoress, writes: “I am very much pleased with 
both orgen and piano. The first is most appropriately called ‘Golden Tongue,’ its tones are so sweet and 
clear. All who bear it are loud 1n its praises, and [shall take pains to have it well heard among the circle of 
my frieuds. In fine, 1 am well pleased with both instruments.” 


R. D. Hill, Whitley, Kentucku, writes: “ The two pianos you sent a few weeks ago—one to Hon. H.N. 
Finley, and the ‘other tv A. J. Curd—both of this place, per my order, are highly satisfactory to the parties 
receivipgthem, Indeed, I did not expect such instruments at the extremely low prices,” 


Susan’ Drinkwater, Dixon, Titinois, writes: “ Piano came safe to hand. I like it very much. The tone is 
exceedingly pure and swcet, avd the case is beautiful. Terchers and other musicians tried it, and pronounced 
it a splendid Instrument. I don’t need any further test trial, and will see your money is sent you immediately. 
Accept my thanks for sending me such a fine instrument.” 


John F.Simms,Portsmouth, Va., writes: “Tt gives me pleasure to say that the Piano gives satisfaction, and 
fully comes up to your representations. I will be happy to have any intending purchasers to examine it.” 


Thousands.of testimonials similar to the above and equally as strong in language from all parts of the 
United States, the Canadas, Furope,and prominent Islands of the sea, will be exhibited to you with the greatest 
p'easure if you will favor me with a visit, and if you do so, you can rest assured you will be treated in the most 
hospitable manner. A CORDIAL INVILATION IS EXTENDED TO ALL, 


Please address, DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey, U. S. America. 





PLEASE NOTICE. 
NEW CONDITION OF SHIPMENT. 


Until further notice, I will ship vpon my fourth 
proposition of Terms of Payment, without requiring 
the five or ten dollars additional, providing the order 
is accomp* nied by the conseut of the party to whom it 
i - aa is to be assigned; blanks for which will be furnished 
on application. 


7 /, 
Mane tiat, Ue Ss ¢ 


ef 


TERMS OF PAYMENT. 


I sell for cash, and for cash on!y: do not sell on the 
installment planor pay ec mmissions. [ warrant ali 
my instruments. for six to ten years. and ship to any 
part of the United States, Canadas, or other countries, 
on five or fifteen days’ test tria', if either of the tollow- 
ing conditions are compiied with, 

ist. If you send me prce of the instrument by a 
draft on New York or Post-office orders, L will iname- 
diately sbip the instrument; and after vou have had it 
from five to fifteen days, if itis not satistactury, 1 wil! 
return y ur niwney and the freight you have paid. 
a@- These orders always have prefereuce ou the order 
book.“@a 

2d. If you will deposit the amount of purchase 
money in your own bank, subject to my order after 
you have received the instrument, providing it i* 
satisfactory, and request the officers of the bank to 
send me acertificate of deposit; ‘en these conditions 
I will sbip the instrument, and give you the same 
trial, and repay you the freight you have paid if fit is 
not satisfactory. 

3d. If you will send the money hy draft or express, 
prepaid to me, Daniel F. Beatty, care of P. H. Hann, 
Casbier First National Bank, Wa hington, New Jer- 
sey. he will immediately notrry me, and | wil sbip 
you the instrument. Mr. Hann (the Cashier) ho!diog 
thy money until you have given it the vsual pest trial ; 
and if it is satisfactory, he then to - vy it to me, otber- 
wise to return it te you, [ paying all freight charges. 

4th If you prefer, I will ship to the Cashier of any 


wf x ORGAN. Style No. 425. Extra 
BEA TY —aamemee Grand Panel, Solid 
Walnut Case Parlor Organ. Heavy, Raised Panels, 
highly polished Ereneh. Walnut Face, elaborately 
finished. Three (3) sets Reeds; five (5) Octaves; thir- 
teen (13) Stops. 1. Grand Organ; Zz. Principal Fort»: 
3 Dulcet; 4 Diapason; 5. Hautboy; 6. Principat; 7. 
Vox Humana; &. Fiute; 9 Violina; 10, Dulciana: It. 
Echo; 12. Celeste; 13 Clarienet. Beatty's Kxceisior 
Grand Organ Knee Swell, end Beatty s New and im- 
preved Double-Acung Knee Swell. 


The Celeste effect of this Organ Is by far the sweetest 
and most perfect that has ever been attained, Charm- 
ing! is the universal exclamation of critics and lovers 
ot sweet music who have heard this combination. 
The sudden burst of harmony thrown out by the Beatty 
Grand Urgan Excelstor Kyee Swel!, from the scale 
being perfoamed by a professional, is inimitable. 


Price asked by the Monopolists, - $340.00 
My Net Cash Price till further notice, $95.00 


From W. Underdown, Esq., Cashier Mechanws’ Na- 
tional Bank, Philadelphiu, Pa. “ Organwe bave tested, 


Benk (‘f there be one convenient to you), Express 
Agent, Postmaster, or any responsible citizen of your 
own town, whose financial standing renders it safe for 
both of us. and on their receipt of the instrument, you 
cap deposit with them the amount of purchase money 
agreed. when youcan take it and give it the usual 
trial, and if unsatisfactory return it to them and draw 
your money again, and will pay the freight beth 
ways. These are my terms of paymevt 

g@ You certainly cannot ask anything more liberal, 
and they shoud turvish you with the very best ev! 
dence of my integrity and iair dealings. 

Address all orders to 


DANIEL F, BEATTY; 


and find it,as you fepresent it in your‘ Circuiar,’ a 
splendid instrument,” 








ehareh is sitnated Washington, New Jersey, U. 8, America. 
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